
 

 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

History  Year 7 

Autumn Term 
• Communication 

• Can understand that historical writing is detailed, precise and specific. 

• Can write a narrative in which the events are correctly placed in chronological order. 

• Can understand that a “fact” is something precise and verifiable. 

• Can produce written answers in complete sentences which are grammatically correct. 

• Can produce written answers which use nouns and pronouns correctly. 

• Can write in the ‘third person’. 

• Can produce written answers in which tenses are used appropriately and consistently.  
Analysis 

• Can understand that “cause” and “reason” are the same concept and that they occur before an event. 

• Can understand that a “why” question requires reasons in its response and should be structured to include the 
word “because”. 

Evidence 

• Can understand that a “source” refers to the origin of something. 

• Can comprehend the meaning contained within a source. 

• Can summarise the meaning contained within a source. 

• Can cross-reference and draw conclusions from a range of sources. 

• Can understand the difference between using a quotation and copying from a source. 

• Can use quotations from sources to support points being made and justify that choice. 

Spring Term 
Communication 

• Can produce written answers in which tenses are used appropriately and consistently. 

• Do not use “of” in place of “have” when modal auxiliary verbs are used. 

• Can produce a piece of formal writing and does not write as if holding a dialogue. 

• Can produce written answers which are structured in developed paragraphs of accurately constructed 
sentences which are grammatically correct. 

• Can use basic punctuation marks effectively – ie the full stop, comma, speech marks. 
Analysis 

• Can understand the concept of “consequence” as a way in which something was affected by an event. 

• Can analyse causes using the strategy of themed categories. 

• Can understand that making a judgement in history means expressing an opinion such as how important 
something was or how effective something was. 

Evidence 

• Can use the correct terms when deploying quotations – “says”, “states” [not exhaustive] but not “quotes”. 

• Can correctly identify the differences between sources and interpretations and explain why this matters. 

Summer Term 
• Communication 

• Can understand the difference between “sources” (primary material) and “interpretations” (secondary 
material). 

• Can understand that when the word “useful” is used in relation to a source, it means that the source must be 
evaluated. 

• Can understand that sources can be evaluated in relationship to relevance (what information the source can 
yield about a topic), accuracy (the correctness of that information in relationship to known facts) . 

• Can answer evaluative questions using the following model: Source X is useful because it is relevant and 
accurate. 

• Can begin a paragraph about relevancy by using the following model: Source X is relevant because it 
says/states/shows/tells … 

• Can begin a paragraph about accuracy by using the following model: Source X is accurate because I know … 



 

 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

History  Year 8 

Autumn Term. 
Communication 

• Can understand that the purpose of historical writing is to explain the past to people who do not understand it. 

• Can understand that a long piece of writing forms a “whole” and that the ideas contained therein must remain 
consistent. 

• Can identify the demands of a causal essay question: question word, time frame, topic, angle. 

• Can understand that the first sentence of each central paragraph must directly attack the question: [event] 
occurred because … 

Analysis 

• Understands the following concepts: political, economic, social, religious, reformation, long term cause, short 
term cause, significant, change, causal link, prioritise, motive. 

• Is able to analyse causes using both themed categories and chronological categories. 

• Can understand that causes occur before an event and consequences occur after an event. 

• Can understand the significance of the reformation, including the different beliefs of the protestants and 
Catholics. 

Evidence 

• Can comprehend a wide range of different types of sources: short written extracts from primary or secondary 
evidence, paintings, drawings, photographs [not exhaustive]. 

• Can understand that the usefulness of a source is dependent on three features: a) its relevance to the topic, b) 
its accuracy in relationship to known facts – NOT derived through comparison with other ‘sources’ – and c) its 
reliability (provenance). 

• Knows to begin a paragraph about reliability by using the following model: Source X is reliable because it is … 

Spring Term. 
Communication 

• Can understand that an essay is a piece of formal writing – an exposition in which the thesis is identified and 
then proven rather than a piece of creative writing or a personal account or a “journey of discovery”. 

• Can plan the central paragraphs of an essay based on an analytical strategy – thematic categories or causal links. 

• Can understand that an introduction must begin by placing the subject matter of an essay into a context which 
is understandable for an uninformed reader. 

Analysis 

• Can to identify a “turning point” as being a point where an event becomes more likely than not AND is the 
dividing line between long term and short term causes. 

• Can analyse causes by using the concept of prioritisation to form a judgement. 

• Can analyse causes by identifying causal links and showing how factors interacted to bring about events. 

• Can use the concept of causal links to form the basis of an argument for an essay. 

• Can understand the development of Parliament during the Early Modern Period. 
Evidence 

• Can understand that the provenance of a source means answering the root questions: was the author in a 
position to know the truth and did the author wish to tell the truth to his intended audience. In doing this, 
students should learn to identify the key features of a source’s provenance. 

• Can understand that each piece of historical evidence is unique and that generic statements cannot be used to 
establish its usefulness. 

Summer Term. 
• Can apply everything listed in Terms 1 and 2 to a new context – The American War of Independence 

Communication 

• Can write an effective introduction for an essay which encapsulates the thesis (argument) to be proven. 

• Can understand that the conclusion must encapsulate the totality of an answer to the essay question. 

• Is able to write an effective conclusion in which the core argument remains that initially postulated in the 
introduction. 



 

 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

History  Year 9 

Autumn Term. 
Communication 

• Can write a properly constructed essay in response to a basic causation question, deploying the principles 
taught in Y8, without input from the teacher. 

Analysis 

• Can apply the concepts taught in Y8 (e.g. thematic analysis, causal links etc) independently to a topic and use 
them as a strategy in relationship to the structure of an essay. 

Evidence 

• Can make inferences from sources. 

• Can evaluate a wide range of source types including: extracts from written sources, photos, painting, drawings, 
historical books, newspapers, cartoons, websites, autobiographies, speeches, posters [not exhaustive].  

 
Spring Term. 

Communication 

• Can answer an essay question with the following structure: statement followed by “do you agree?” 

• Can use lightly focused factual substantiation in support of the thesis contained in the totality of an essay. 

• Can maintain cohesion throughout an essay. 
Analysis 

• Can construct a coherent thematic narrative over an extensive period of time. 
Evidence 

• Can understand that the reliability of a source depends entirely on the purpose for which it is being used. 

• Does not make generic responses such as “the source is unreliable because it is biased” or because “it is 
secondary” – and does make explained and developed responses. 

• Can understand the nature of propaganda. 

• Can understand that propaganda is NOT, by definition, an unreliable source. 
 

Summer Term. 
Evidence 

• Recognises the demands of a variety of evaluative questions: how useful …, how accurate …., how reliable …, To 
understand that unreliable sources are still useful to the historian because they can reveal information about 
the author and/or the context in which the source was produced. 

• Can understand how an historical site might be used as evidence. 


