
 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 7 

Reading: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should be able to summarise some of the content and main ideas in texts 

and retrieve explicit and straightforward information. They should show some understanding of how a text 

should be considered as a whole construct and be starting to identify different parts of a text to explain 

what the reader knows and would like to find out. They should be able to choose the most obvious 

relevant evidence (quotations) which link to their main point, explain the writer’s language using some 

relevant subject terminology and develop a simple response which is structured using the English 

department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be starting to become familiar with a range of purposes 

and audiences when reading and be able to identify the main viewpoint of the reader while also making 

simple comments on personal views. They should be starting to show an awareness that texts come from 

specific times and writers, and that these contextual factors affect the content of a text. 

 

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should be able to summarise the content and main ideas in a range of texts 

and retrieve explicit information. They should show understanding of how a text should be considered as a 

whole construct and be able to identify different parts of a text to explain what the reader knows and 

would like to find out. They should be able to choose relevant evidence (quotations) which link to their 

main point, explain the writer’s language using relevant subject terminology and develop a response which 

is structured using the English department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be familiar with a range 

of purposes and audiences when reading and be able to identify the main viewpoint of the reader while 

also making simple comments on personal views. They should show an awareness that texts come from 

specific times and writers, and that these contextual factors affect the content of a text. 

 

BY THE END OF YEAR 7, pupils should be able to confidently summarise the content and main ideas in a 

wider range of texts and retrieve explicit information. They should show clear understanding of how a text 

should be considered as a whole construct and be able to identify different parts of a text to explain what 

the reader knows and would like to find out. They should be able to confidently choose the most relevant 

evidence (quotations) which link to their main point, explain the writer’s language using a range of relevant 

subject terminology and develop a response which is structured using the English department KS3 

‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be familiar with a range of purposes and audiences when reading and be 

able to confidently identify the main viewpoint of the reader while also making detailed comments on 

personal views. They should show knowledge that texts come from specific times and writers, and that 

these contextual factors affect the content of a text. 

  



 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 7 

Writing: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should understand the differences between the three sentences types: 

simple, compound and complex. They should mostly demarcate sentences accurately using the primary 

punctuation marks (.!?”) and be able to identify some errors in their use of these punctuation marks. Their 

writing should be structured into paragraphs using discourse markers at the beginning for cohesion. They 

should show some awareness of a variety of forms and purposes for writing and their writing should 

include mostly relevant ideas and content, some common features of the selected form and some 

linguistic devices. They should also show an awareness of the intended audience. Vocabulary choices 

should be mostly matched to the topic and they should show some evidence of deliberate vocabulary 

choices for effect.        

  

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should clearly understand the differences between the three sentences 

types: simple, compound and complex. They should demarcate sentences accurately using the primary 

punctuation marks (.!?”) and be able to identify errors in their use of these punctuation marks. Their 

writing should be clearly structured into paragraphs using discourse markers at the beginning for cohesion. 

They should show an awareness of a variety of forms and purposes for writing and their writing should 

include relevant ideas and content, common features of the selected form and some linguistic devices. 

They should also show an awareness of the intended audience. Vocabulary choices should be matched to 

the topic and they should show evidence of some deliberate vocabulary choices for effect.         

 

BY THE END OF YEAR 7, pupils should understand the differences between the effect of three sentences 

types: simple, compound and complex. They should consistently demarcate sentences accurately using the 

primary punctuation marks (.!?”) and be able to identify errors in their use of these punctuation marks. 

Their writing should be clearly structured into paragraphs, for effect, and using discourse markers at the 

beginning for cohesion. They should show knowledge of a variety of forms and purposes for writing and 

their writing should include a range of relevant ideas and content, common features of the selected form 

and a range of linguistic devices. They should also show an awareness of the intended audience. Ambitious 

vocabulary choices should be matched to the topic and they should choose vocabulary consistently and 

deliberately for effect. 

  



 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 8 

Reading: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should be able to demonstrate comprehension of texts and retrieve explicit 

and some implicit information. They should show some understanding of the writer’s shifts in focus in 

fiction and understand structural conventions of fiction and non-fiction texts. They should be able to 

choose some relevant evidence (quotations) which links to their main point, make inferences, explain the 

writer’s language using some subject terminology, explain the reader/audience response, explore the 

writer’s message and develop a response which is structured using the English department KS3 ‘Analytical 

Triangle’. Pupils should be able to identify the main purpose and audience of a text, identify some methods 

used by the writer to convey their viewpoint and explain their effect at specific moments in the text. They 

should be able to start to comment on how and why a writer may be influenced by contextual factors. 

 

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should be able to demonstrate clear comprehension of a range of texts and 

retrieve explicit and implicit information. They should show understanding of the writer’s shifts in focus in 

fiction and understand structural conventions of fiction and non-fiction texts. They should be able to 

choose relevant evidence (quotations) which links to their main point, make clear and relevant inferences, 

explain the writer’s language using relevant subject terminology, explain the reader/audience response, 

explore the writer’s message and develop a response which is structured using the English department 

KS3‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be able to identify the purpose and audience of a text, identify 

methods used by the writer to convey their viewpoint and explain in some detail their effect at specific 

moments in the text. They should be able to comment on how and why a writer may be influenced by 

contextual factors. 

 

BY THE END OF YEAR 8, pupils should be able to demonstrate clear and accurate comprehension of a 

wider range of texts and confidently retrieve explicit and implicit information. They should show clear 

understanding of the writer’s shifts in focus in fiction and understand structural conventions of fiction and 

non-fiction texts. They should be able to confidently choose a range of precise evidence (quotations) which 

links to their main point, make inferences, explain the writer’s language using a range of subject 

terminology, explain the reader/audience response, explore the writer’s message and develop a detailed 

response which is structured using the English department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be able 

to confidently identify the purpose and audience of a text, identify a range of methods used by the writer 

to convey their viewpoint and analyse their effect at specific moments in the text. They should be able to 

comment in some detail on how and why a writer may be influenced by contextual factors. 

  



 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 8 

Writing: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should use simple, compound and complex sentences in a range of forms 

for a range of purposes and audiences. They should demarcate sentences accurately using the primary 

punctuation marks (.!?”) and use some more complex punctuation. They should be able to identify errors 

in their own use of these punctuation marks. Their writing should be clearly structured into paragraphs 

using discourse markers and topic sentences for cohesion. They should show knowledge of a variety of 

forms and purposes for writing and their writing should include relevant ideas and content, common 

features of the selected form and linguistic devices with consideration of their effect. They should also 

show some awareness of the intended audience. Vocabulary choices should be appropriate to the topic 

and they should show evidence of some deliberate and some ambitious vocabulary choices for effect.     

  

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should regularly use simple, compound and complex sentences in a range 

of forms for a range of purposes and audiences. They should demarcate sentences accurately using the 

primary punctuation marks (.!?”) and use a wider range of more complex punctuation. They should be able 

to identify and correct errors in their own use of these punctuation marks. Their writing should be clearly 

and consistently structured into paragraphs using discourse markers and topic sentences for cohesion. 

They should show knowledge of a variety of forms and purposes for writing and their writing should 

include a range of relevant ideas and content, common features of the selected form and linguistic devices 

with consideration of their effect. They should also show an increased awareness of the intended 

audience. Vocabulary choices should be appropriate to the topic and they should show evidence of 

deliberate and more ambitious vocabulary choices for effect.         

 

BY THE END OF YEAR 8, pupils should confidently use simple, compound and complex sentences, for 

effect, in a range of forms for a range of purposes and audiences. They should consistently demarcate 

sentences accurately using the primary punctuation marks (.!?”) and use the full range of more complex 

punctuation. They should be able to consistently identify and correct errors in their own use of these 

punctuation marks. Their writing should be clearly and consistently structured into paragraphs, for effect, 

using discourse markers and topic sentences for cohesion. They should show knowledge of a variety of 

forms and purposes for writing and their writing should include a wide range of relevant ideas and content, 

common features of the selected form and linguistic devices with consideration of their effect. They should 

also show a clear awareness of the intended audience. Vocabulary choices should be appropriate to the 

topic and they should consistently show evidence of deliberate and ambitious vocabulary choices for 

effect.         

    

 

  



 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 9 

Reading: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should be able to demonstrate comprehension of texts and retrieve explicit 

and implicit information as well as be starting to explore similarities and differences in texts. They should 

have some knowledge of structural features of texts and comment on the effects of these features across a 

variety of texts. They should be able to choose rich quotations which link to their main point, make some 

inferences, analyse the writer’s language using some relevant subject terminology, explain the 

reader/audience response, consider the writer’s message and develop a response which is structured using 

the English department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be able to identify the main purpose and 

audience of a range of texts, identify the main methods used by the writer to convey their viewpoint and 

explain their effect at specific moments in the text. They should also be starting to make comparisons 

between the viewpoints of different writers. Pupils should be starting to explore how and why a writer 

may be influenced by contextual factors. 

 

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should be able to demonstrate clear comprehension of a range of texts and 

retrieve relevant explicit and implicit information as well as explore similarities and differences in texts. 

They should have a wider knowledge of structural features of texts and comment in some detail on the 

effects of these features across a wider variety of texts. They should confidently choose rich quotations 

which link to their main point, make clear inferences, analyse the writer’s language using a range of 

relevant subject terminology, explore the reader/audience response, explore the writer’s message and 

develop a detailed response which is structured using the English department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. 

Pupils should be able to identify the purpose and audience of a range of texts, identify methods used by 

the writer to convey their viewpoint and explain their effect in some detail at specific moments in the text. 

They should also be able to make comparisons between the viewpoints of different writers. Pupils should 

be able to explore in some detail how and why a writer may be influenced by contextual factors. 

 

BY THE END OF YEAR 9, pupils should be able to demonstrate clear comprehension of a wider range of 

texts and consistently retrieve explicit and implicit information as well as confidently explore similarities 

and differences in texts. They should have a broad knowledge of structural features of texts and 

confidently analyse the effects of these features across a wide variety of texts. They should confidently and 

consistently choose rich quotations which link to their main point, make some perceptive inferences, 

analyse the writer’s language using a wider range of relevant subject terminology accurately, analyse the 

reader/audience response, analyse the writer’s message and develop a detailed analytical response which 

is structured using the English department KS3 ‘Analytical Triangle’. Pupils should be able to confidently 

identify and explore the purpose and audience of a wide range of texts, consistently identify methods used 

by the writer to convey their viewpoint and analyse in detail their effect at specific moments in the text. 

They should also be able to confidently make comparisons between the viewpoints of different writers. 

Pupils should be able to evaluate in detail how and why a writer may be influenced by contextual factors. 

  



 

ECKINGTON SCHOOL AGE-RELATED EXPECTATIONS 

English  Year 9 

Writing: 

BY THE END OF TERM 1, pupils should use a range of sentences in a range of forms for a range of purposes 

and audiences. They should demarcate sentences accurately using a range of punctuation and should be 

able to identify errors in their own use of these punctuation marks. Their writing should be clearly 

structured into paragraphs. They should show knowledge of a variety of forms and purposes for writing 

and their writing should include mostly relevant ideas and content which are developed in detail, features 

of the selected form and effective choices of linguistic devices. They should also show some consideration 

of the intended audience with some control over an appropriate level of formality. There should be some 

variation in pupils’ vocabulary choices which should be mostly appropriate to the topic, audience and 

purpose. 

BY THE END OF TERM 2, pupils should use a wider range of sentences in a range of forms for a range of 

purposes and audiences. They should demarcate sentences accurately using a wider range of punctuation 

for effect and should be able to identify errors in their own use of these punctuation marks. Their writing 

should be clearly structured into paragraphs with some use of discourse markers and topic sentences for 

cohesion. They should show clear knowledge of a variety of forms and purposes for writing and their 

writing should include relevant ideas and content which are developed in detail, features of the selected 

form and effective choices of linguistic devices. They should also show consideration of the intended 

audience with control over an appropriate level of formality. Pupils’ vocabulary choices should be varied, 

ambitious and appropriate to the topic, audience and purpose. 

BY THE END OF YEAR 9, pupils should carefully and effectively use a wide range of sentences in a range of 

forms for a range of purposes and audiences. They should demarcate sentences accurately using the full 

range of punctuation for effect and should be able to identify errors in their own use of these punctuation 

marks. Their writing should be clearly structured into paragraphs with sustained use of discourse markers 

and topic sentences for cohesion. They should show established knowledge of a variety of forms and 

purposes for writing and their writing should include relevant and carefully chosen ideas and content 

which are developed in detail, features of the selected form and effective choices of linguistic devices. 

They should also show thoughtful consideration of the intended audience with consistent control over an 

appropriate level of formality. Pupils’ vocabulary choices should be consistently varied, ambitious and 

appropriate to the topic, audience and purpose. 


