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Happy New Year to you. 2021, the year you join
Eckington School. Exciting times ahead!
Dear Year 6 students / parents & carers,
We are very excited to bring you our first Year 6 newsletter. We were disappointed not
to be able to welcome you on to our school site for our open evening. Unfortunately,
COVID restrictions have meant so many of our transition plans had to be cancelled.
However, we are very excited that in March we will find out the names of students who
will be joining us in September 2021. Applications have risen once more this year, with
366 applicants for 270 places. As soon as we have notification of a place for your child
and are given your contact details, we will be in touch to begin the transition process.

Plans to support Transition
In these unprecedented times our usual
plans for transition have had to adapt and
change. Before Christmas, because primary
children were unable to visit us, we made
plans for Eckington staff to visit our cluster
school. This was to provide Year 5 / 6 with
a flavour of the lessons they will experience
at Eckington. The current Lock down has
halted this. However as soon as we can we
will continue with these plans, even if it is
remotely. We have maths masterclass
sessions starting in the near future for our
most able mathematicians and there are
details on the final page of this newsletter
on how we will be supporting children with
special educational needs through the transition from primary to secondary school.
Some photos in this newsletter were taken before
March 2020!

What do you have to look forward to in September ?
New subjects
One of the most exciting things for new
Year 7’s is having lots of different and new
subjects in specialist classrooms. You
could be dissecting a sheep’s heart in science with Mrs Benson or making a bird
box in Design Technology
with Mr Hendzell!

Rewards for effort and
achievement
At Eckington School we encourage everyone to strive for excellence. If you give
your best, you will be rewarded with
praise points which accumulate and turn
in to praise activities and trips. There are
also praise phone calls, postcards and
letters as well as star badges you can
achieve. We celebrate with termly praise
assemblies and Yearly prize giving events.
House Events
All Year 7’s are placed in a House. You will
remain in the House of Ennis Hill, Hawking, Farah or Mandela throughout your
school life. You can compete in all sorts of
competitions for your house. These include
Spelling Bees,
Art, Bake
Offs, Science
competitions
and
much
more.

Extra Curricular Activities
Extra curricular activities are events, sessions and clubs which you choose to get
involved in. These usually take place at
lunch or after school. You will be encouraged to take part in at least one club. Here
are a few examples from this year.
There is something for everyone!


Glee



Music



Art



Football



Table Tennis



Drama



Craft



Rounders



Netball



MFL



School Production



Badminton



Enterprise

The views of Year 7 students
“Hello, we are Mya, Alfie and Beth. Mrs Price has asked
us to share with you our thoughts about what it is like in
Year 7.
We all started at Eckington School together in September
2021 and are coming into school as key worker children.
We came from different primary schools, Mya from Marsh
Lane, Alfie from Eckington Camms and Beth from Halfway
Juniors.

We are in the same form and have become good friends. We
are really enjoying our time at Eckington. Mya ’s and Alfie’s
favourite subject is PE. This is because they like getting outside and doing different sporting activities. Beth really likes
science. This is because it is interesting and she enjoys
watching the experiments her teachers do. We all think the
food is great as we all get school dinners everyday. Alfie
and Beth live a little further away, so travel by a mixture of
car and bus. Whereas Mya lives closer, so she walks each
day. All three of us have got involved in extra curricular activities; Beth and Mya have attended netball and Alfie does
football. There are many opportunities to get involved and
become an ambassador; Beth is a languages ambassador.

KEY TRANSITION
DATES
Early March
notification of the
secondary school you
child has been allocated.
Late March / Early
April
A welcome letter from
Eckington School.
Mid June
Welcome Information
Evening at Eckington
School
Mid June

We are all very much looking forward to meeting you, when
you are able to visit Eckington School.

Visits to Primary
Schools by key staff
from Eckington School

Hopefully see you soon!
Mya, Alfie and Beth”

Early July
Taster Days

Late July
Notification of language options, form
group, tutor and details for September.

Beth

Alfie

Mya

A welcome from the Achievement Support Team (formally known as Special Educational Needs
Team)
Hello to all prospective year 6 parents and children! We look forward to working with you all and welcoming you into our school community. Here at Eckington school, we have an Achievement Support
Team which is made up of myself Patrick Roche the Leader of AST, Pamela Ward the AST manager and a
team of 9 Teaching assistants. Together we oversee all the provision for students with special educational needs.
Our aim as a department is to make your transition to secondary school as smooth and as stress-free as
possible. We plan to offer the following transition activities, starting in January to primary schools:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

An online Video introducing the Achievement Support Team
Opportunities to have Video meetings with the Achievement Support Team
Virtual tours of the school
Video teaching of short introductory lessons by various teachers
Live face to face tours after school in primary bubble groups (requires parental drop off and collection)
6. Some face to face meeting with parents to discuss individual needs with the Achievement Support Team
We look forward to meeting you all! Please speak with your child’s Year 6 teacher if your child has
needs which would benefit from additional support from the Achievement Support Team. Primary
school who will be arranging students to take part in this enhanced transition, places are limited.
Should you wish to get in touch with the Achievement Support Team Please email us at
ast@eck.leaptrust.co.uk

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter; we hope you have
found it useful. If you would like to find out more about Eckington School
and what life will be like as a Year 7 student visit the Transition section of
our website at Eckington.net.
If you have any queries or questions please email me, Rebecca Price, Transition Coordinator at Eckington school.
rebecca.price-aziz@eck.leaptrust.co.uk
We look forward to meeting you all very soon!
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