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Eckington School : LEAP MAT 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

It is the Government’s plan that all students, in all year groups, will return to school full time from the 

beginning of the autumn term ie. September 2020. 

Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing.  Time out of school is 

detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development. This impact can affect both current 

levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn, and therefore we need to ensure all our students 

can return to school sooner rather than later. 

The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and 

there are negative health impacts of being out of school.  We know that school is a vital point of contact 

for public health and safeguarding services that are critical to the wellbeing of children and families. 

Lower academic achievement also translates into long-term economic costs due to having a less well-

qualified workforce.  This affects the standard of living that today’s pupils will have over the course of 

their entire life.  For many households, school closures have also affected their ability to work.  As the 

economy begins to recover, we need to remove this barrier so parents and carers can return to work. 

Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning 

to Eckington School.  For the vast majority of children the benefits of being back in school far outweigh 

the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19), and this document will try to explain the steps we are 

taking to reduce risks further still.  Understandably, many parents and carers have questions and 

concerns about their child returning full time to school in September 2020.  To this end, I have 

attempted to answer a number of frequently asked questions to address these queries. 

As always, the safety and wellbeing of our young people, their families and our staff is the top priority.  

We hope the measures we are putting in place reassure you that your child will be safe upon returning 

to school. 

At the same time, we must recognise that school life next term will be very different to before the 

lockdown.  Government guidelines still highlight the importance of reducing contact between people, 

including children in schools, to reduce the risk of the virus spreading. 

To do this, we will ensure that students and staff only mix with a consistent group called a ‘bubble’.  You 

will find the term ‘bubble’ referenced throughout the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) so I will start 

by explaining what a ‘bubble’ is. 

What is a ‘bubble’? 

A ‘bubble’ is a defined group of people that one person comes into contact with regularly.  It is essential 

for individuals to be in one ‘bubble’, and, wherever possible, two or more ‘bubbles’ should not cross.  By 

ensuring, wherever possible, that students only have contact within their ‘bubble’, individuals are 

protected against cross – contamination. 

The ‘bubbles’ or groups at Eckington School will be the size of a year group.  This will enable us to 

deliver a large range of curriculum subjects and to ensure students receive specialist teaching.  Students 
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will be in one ‘bubble` only eg. a year 8 student will be in the ‘bubble` for year 8 students only.  They will 

not be able to move between ‘bubbles`. 

 

WHAT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE? 

How many days can my child go to school? 

All students will be able to attend Eckington School every day, from Monday to Friday for the normal 

school day ie. 8.30am – 3.00pm.  There may also be a small number of clubs etc. after 3.00pm. 

 

What are my responsibilities as a parent or carer? 

As a parent or carer, you have the following responsibilities: 

 To ensure your child attends school regularly. 

 To inform the school if your child is not able to attend school on a particular day. 

 To adhere to the Government guidelines for social distancing etc at all times outside the school 

gates and premises and to ensure your child follows these guidelines. 

What is the procedure for my child arriving at school? 

Your child should arrive at school before 8.30am.  They will be given a designated arrival zone and 

route/entry point into the school building.  If you are bringing your child to school, please do not enter 

the school site/premises.  Please drop your child off outside of the school site.  This procedure will 

ensure that as few people as possible are on the school premises at the same time and will contribute 

towards minimising the risk of infection spreading. 

Will main reception be open to parents? 

The main reception will be open to parents.  However, parents should think carefully about whether 

they need to physically enter the reception.  We will try, wherever possible, to restrict the number of 

people accessing the school site, so that we minimise situations that pose the threat of cross-

contamination.  The main reception phones will be staffed from 8.30am – 3.00pm from Monday to 

Friday, in the usual way. 

Will school transport be available? 

School transport is organised by the local authority and third-party providers, not by the school in the 

majority of cases.  We are continuing to liaise with the local authority and providers.  Further details will 

follow. 

Whenever, possible we do encourage students to walk and cycle to school rather than using school or 

wider public transport. Bike sheds are available to any student who is wanting to cycle to school. 

The Government has now made a distinction between dedicated school transport and wider public 

transport. 

The guidance about ‘Dedicated school transport’ is quoted below: 
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Dedicated school transport 

‘Pupils on dedicated school services do not mix with the general public on those journeys and tend to be 

consistent.  This means that the advice for passengers on public transport to adopt a social distance of 

two metres from people outside their household or support bubble, or a ‘one metre plus’ approach 

where this is not possible, will not apply from the autumn term on dedicated transport. 

The approach to dedicated transport should align as far as possible with the principles underpinning the 

system of controls set out in this document and with the approach being adopted for your school.  It is 

important to consider: 

 How pupils are grouped together on transport, where possible this should reflect the bubbles 

that are adopted within school. 

 Use of hand sanitiser upon boarding and/or disembarking. 

 Additional cleaning of vehicles. 

 Organised queuing and boarding where possible. 

 Distancing within vehicles wherever possible. 

 The use of face coverings for children over the age of 11, where appropriate, for example, if 

they are likely to come into very close contact with people outside of their group or who they 

do not normally meet.’ 

As a school, we will try to ensure/encourage that students sit on the bus in their bubbles/year groups.  

However, this will not be possible to endorse beyond the school gates.  See 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-

for-full-opening-schools for further details. 

What will learning spaces look like in school? 

We will be using ‘bubbles’ in which students are grouped together in year groups in an allocated part of 

the school building and students will remain in these groups from the time they enter school to the time 

they leave. 

Students will arrive and leave from designated areas of the school learning space.  Each bubble and 

dedicated area of the school (hub) will have its own sets of additional and incidental cleaning materials 

eg hand sanitiser.  They will also have their own set of toilets which will be cleaned regularly throughout 

the day. 

What will classroom learning look like? 

Initially, we will be engaging with students in a ‘recovery’ curriculum, which will include an orientation 

and awareness of the rules of contact, physical distancing, movement around their allocated ‘hub’/area 

of the school, and accepted behaviours.  This will take place in ‘pastoral’ time at the start of each 

morning, as appropriate. 

When students return to school in September 2020, lessons will all take place in the part of the school 

allocated to them ie. their hub.  Year 7 and 8 students will be taught for all lessons in their form group, 

in their form room.  For year 7 and 8, each student will always be taught at the same desk in the same 

room, in the same ‘bubble’ for the entirety of the day, except for physical education lessons.  For year 9-

13 students, they will move around the hub for some lessons but they will remain at all times in their 

allocated part of the school building (hub) and with the same ‘bubble’.  This is to enable students to 

continue study of their option subjects. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Will my child follow their ‘normal’ curriculum? 

Some modification to the curriculum will be needed for all students at the start of the year in 

September.  Teaching time will be prioritised to address any ‘significant’ gaps in students’ knowledge.  

The Government’s aim, currently, is that schools aim to return to the school’s ‘normal’ curriculum and 

to the ‘normal’ curriculum content as soon as possible, but that this may take a while to implement 

fully. 

Initially, in September up until October 2020, at the earliest, Eckington School will do the following: 

Year 7 and 8 students will cover all their normal curriculum, but will be taught in the same room, in their 

‘bubble’, in their allocated ‘hub’.  Wherever possible, this will be in their ‘normal’ form room.  The only 

amendments to the year 7 and 8 curriculum will be that some ‘practical’ work in some subjects will not 

be able to take place.  They will also be taught in mixed ability form groups in English, Mathematics and 

Science, which is not always the ‘norm’.  All year 7 and 8 will ‘do’ their PE lessons up at the PE area, in a 

separate part of school, not in any allocated ‘hub’, PE lessons will, wherever possible, take place 

outdoors and will follow all government guidelines. 

Year 9-13 students will follow their normal curriculum and will be taught in the year group ‘bubble’ at all 

times.  The only amendments to the year 9-13 curriculum will be that all lessons will take place in the 

allocated ‘hub’ which will mean that some work, in some subjects may not be able to take place eg. 

practical activities.  All year 7-11 students will ‘do’ their PE lessons up at the PE area in a separate part 

of school, not in any allocated ‘hub’.  PE lessons will, wherever possible, take place outdoors and will 

follow Government guidelines. 

How will the school enforce Government guidelines in the PE changing rooms? 

We will not use the PE changing rooms.  On the day that your child has a practical PE lesson, they should 

come to school in their Eckington School PE kit and remain in their PE kit all day. 

Will my child be taught by their usual teacher? 

Yes.  They will always be taught by their usual teacher except in cases of teacher absence. 

What will breaks and social times look like? 

It is challenging to define exactly what breaks and social times will look like.  Each allocated area of the 

school hub will have a social area.  Only students within that particular ‘bubble’/year group will be able 

to socialise together, in the given area.  During social times, members of staff will do everything possible 

to ensure that students follow physical and social distancing rules.  Wherever possible, social break 

times will take place outdoors.  Rest assured that school staff will remain vigilant in upholding safety 

guidelines and make every possible effort to prevent breaches occurring. 

Will food be available at break and lunch times? 

Yes.  Food will be available at break and lunch times in each of the ‘hubs’.  This may be a more limited 

service/menu than ‘normal’ times due to having more food ‘outlets’ across the school.  The following 

areas will be used: 

Year 7  : FYH 

Year 8  : Gym 1 

Year 9  : MSH 

Year 10  : Drama Studio/Snack Shack 

Year 11  : USH 
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Year 12/13 : Sixth Form Common Room 

 

Student will have their food in their allocated hub and will not mix with students in other ‘bubbles’. 

All food waste, packaging etc should be placed in the rubbish bins provided.  Students will eat in their 

‘bubbles’, in the allocated social area to minimise any risk of contamination.  Once they have finished 

eating, all food debris, wrapping and waste will be placed in a bin bag, which will be tied and disposed 

of. 

What if my child normally has support from a teaching assistant in the classroom?  Will this still be 

available? 

Wherever possible, if your child normally has support in the classroom from a TA, we will try to provide 

it.  However, ways of working may need to be adjusted to meet any Government guidance re distancing 

etc. 

What are the timings of the school day? 

Normal school day timings will apply.  The only change to ‘normal’ school day timings will be at the end 

of the school day.  We may ‘stagger’ the finish times slightly between 2.45 and 3.00pm for different year 

groups to help to reduce cross-contamination across ‘bubbles’ of students.  Further details to follow. 

Will my child be expected to wear school uniform? 

Yes, except on days they have their regular, normal PE lesson, or their practical GCSE PE lesson. 

Will there be extra-curricular provision? 

We are hoping to resume some of our extra-curricular provision,  where possible, in September 2020.  

We will need to consider how we can make our extra-curricular provision work alongside our wider 

protective measures, including ‘protecting’ our ‘bubbles’, where possible.  It may be that we can offer 

activities for ‘mixed bubbles’ by using small, consistent groups.  Further details to follow. 

Will ‘breakfast’ be available in the morning? 

No, this will not be possible at the start of September 2020. 

 

WHAT IS THE RISK? 

How can you stop anyone with COVID-19 coming into school? 

As it is possible for someone with COVID-19 to be asymptomatic (meaning they are not showing any 

signs or symptoms of having the virus), we cannot guarantee that no-one with the virus comes into 

school. 

However, as you can see from the measures outlined throughout our responses to these FAQs – such as 

creating different entry points, keeping parents/visitors off site as much as possible and keeping 

students in ‘bubbles’, we are doing everything we can to keep children safe and to limit the number of 

people off the premises while students are in school. 

What happens if a student/member of staff shows symptoms compatible with COVID-19? 

Any students/staff who show symptoms of COVID-19 while in school will be immediately isolated and 

arrangements made to go home.  In the case of students, parents/carers will be called to collect them.  
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We will follow all Government guidance in our response to any infection.  This guidance is quoted 

below: 

1 We will engage with the NHS Test and Trace process which is: 

‘Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact their 

local Public Health England health protection team (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-

health-protection-teams).  Schools must ensure that staff member and parents/carers understand 

that they will need to be ready and willing to: 

 Book a test (https://wwwlgov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested)  if they are 

displaying symptoms.  Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they have 

symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school.  All 

children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need 

to be helped by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit. 

 Provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive 

for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace. 

 Self-isolate (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-

guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-

infection) if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Anyone who displays symptoms or coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test.  Tests can be 

booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website 

(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus), or ordered by 

telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet.  Essential workers, which includes 

anyone involved in education or childcare, have priority access to testing. 

By the autumn term, all schools will be provided with a small number of home testing kits that they 

can give directly to parents/carers collecting a child who has developed symptoms at school, or 

staff who have developed symptoms at school, where they think providing one will significantly 

increase the likelihood of them getting tested.  Advice will be provided alongside these kits. 

Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test: 

 If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to 

coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating.  They could still have another virus, 

such as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until 

they are better.  Other members of their household can stop self-isolating. 

 If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households 

with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance) and must 

continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and then 

return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of 

smell/taste.  This is because a cough etc can last for several weeks once the infection has 

gone.  The 7-day period starts from the day when they first became ill.  If they still have a 

high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to 

normal.  Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 

days.’ 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams
https://wwwlgov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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2 We will manage confirmed cases of the coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community as 

per Government guidance. 

 

We will take swift action when we become aware that someone who has attended has tested 

positive for coronavirus (COVID-19).  We will contact the local health protection team.  This will 

also contact us directly if they become aware that someone who has tested positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close 

contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to 

self-isolate. 

 

The health protection team will work with us in this situation to guide us through the actions we 

need to take.  Based on the advice from the health protection team, we will send home those 

people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them to 

self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were 

infectious.  Close contact means: 

 

 Direct close contact – face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time 

within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected 

physical contact (skin-to-skin). 

 Proximity contacts – extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 

minutes) with an infected individual. 

 Travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person. 

The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home.  To support 

them in doing so, we will keep a record of pupils and staff in each group, and any close contact that 

takes place between children and staff in different groups. 

We will use seating plans for all rooms and class groups to help us with this process. 

We will then send a letter to parents and staff.  We will not share the names or details of people 

with coronavirus (COVID-19) unless essential to protect others. 

Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves 

unless the child, young person or staff member who is self-isolating subsequently develops 

symptoms.  If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms 

themselves within their 14-day isolation period they should follow ‘stay at home guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

(https://ww.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stat-at-home-guidance).  They should get a 

test, and: 

 If the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 

14-day isolation period.  This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

within the remaining days. 

 If the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and must isolate 

for at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation 

ends before or after the original 14-day isolation period).  Their household should self-

isolate for at least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, 

following ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 

https://ww.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stat-at-home-guidance
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(COVID-19) infection’ (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-

home-guidance). 

Further guidance is available on testing and tracing for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing and tracing). 

 

3 We will contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice which is quoted 

below: 

 

‘If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence 

where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak, and must continue to 

work with their local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action is 

required. 

In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-

isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or year group.  If schools are 

implementing controls from this list, addressing the risks they have identified and therefore 

reducing transmission risks, whole school closure based on cases within the school will not 

generally be necessary, and should not be considered except on the advice of health protection 

teams. 

In consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, 

a mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the 

person who has tested positive.  Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year 

group, then the whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control 

practice.’ 

What if my child is educated in an alternative (AP) provision setting for times in the week? 

Any AP setting used must comply with health and safety law which employers must assess risk.  If we 

are happy that all law has been complied with and appropriate risk assessments have been carried out, 

then your child should be able to attend the AP setting, as ‘normal’. 

What if my child is shielding or self-isolating? 

The Government now knows much more about coronavirus (COVID-19) and so in future there will be far 

fewer children and young people advised to shield whenever community transmission rates are high.  

Therefore, the majority of our students will be able to return to school.  We do, however, note that: 

 A small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice 

because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; 

or because they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued 

decline in the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).  This means that 

even the small number of students who will remain on the shielded patient list can also 

return to school, as can those who have family members who are shielding.  Read the 

current advice on shielding (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-

shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persos-from-covid-19/guidance-on-

shielding-and-protectiing-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persos-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectiing-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persos-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectiing-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persos-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protectiing-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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 If rates of the disease rise in our local area, children (or family members) from our area, 

and that area only, may be advised to shield during the period where rates remain high and 

therefore they may be temporarily absent (see below). 

 Some students no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a 

specialist health professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional 

before returning to school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment).  You can 

find more advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health at COVID-19 – 

‘shielding’ guidance for children and young people 

(https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-

people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield). 

Where a student is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public 

health advice, we will be able to immediately offer them access to remote education.  We will also 

monitor engagement with this activity. 

Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical and/or public health 

advice, absence will not be penalised. 

What if my child/family is anxious about returning to school? 

All students, other than the above, must attend school.  However, we will bear in mind any potential 

concerns of students, parents and households who may be reluctant or anxious about returning and we 

will put support in place to help with this, wherever appropriate and/or necessary. 

If parents of students with significant risk factors are concerned, please contact us to discuss your 

concerns and we will, hopefully, provide reassurance of the measures we are putting in place to reduce 

the risk in school.  However, students of compulsory school age must be in school unless a statutory 

reason applies (for example, the pupil has been granted a leave of absence, is unable to attend because 

of sickness, is absent for a necessary religious observance etc). 

What are you doing to reduce the risks of COVID-19 within Eckington School? 

Throughout these Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), we have outlined some of the measures we are 

implementing to reduce the risks of the virus spreading.  These measures include, but are not limited to: 

 Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 

coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, does 

not attend school. 

We will ensure that students, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have 

coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-

works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus), or have tested positive in the last 7 days, and 

we will ensure anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home.  These actions 

will reduce the risk in schools and further drive down transmission or coronavirus (COVID-19).  We will 

follow this process and ensure all staff are aware of it. 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a 

loss or, or change in, their normal sense or taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home and advised 

to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-

19)infection (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance)’, which 

sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test 

(https:www.gov.uk/gujidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested) to see if they have coronavirus 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance)
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(COVID-19).  Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days 

from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

When a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved, wherever possible to a room where they can be 

isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age and needs of the child, with appropriate adult 

supervision if required.  Ideally, a window will be opened for ventilation.  If it is not possible to isolate 

them, they will be moved to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people. 

If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they will use a separate bathroom 

wherever possible.  The bathroom will be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products 

before being used by anyone else. 

PPE will be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot 

be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs). 

Everyone will be asked to wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or 

use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who is unwell.  The area around the person with 

symptoms will be cleaned with normal household bleach after they have left to reduce the risk of 

passing the infection on to other people. 

Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the temperature of pupils is not recommended as 

this is an unreliable method for identifying coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 Encouraging staff and students to clean hands thoroughly more often than usual. 

We will ensure that students clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when 

they return from any breaks, when they change rooms and before and after eating. 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it approach’. 

NB Public Health England does not (based on current evidence) recommend the use of face coverings in 

schools.  This evidence will be kept under review.  They are not currently required in our school as 

students are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of 

transmission.  There may also be negative effects on communication and thus education.  Face 

coverings are required at all times on public transport (for children over the age of 11). 

 Introducing enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using 

standard products, such as detergents and bleach 

We will put in place a cleaning schedule that ensures cleaning is generally enhanced and includes: 

 More frequent cleaning of rooms/shared areas that are used by different groups 

 Frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal 

 Toilets will be cleaned regularly and students must be encouraged to clean their hands 

thoroughly after using the toilet 

  

 Minimising contact between individuals and maintaining social distancing wherever possible 

We will be doing this through keeping year groups seperate, in ‘bubbles’, in different allocated 

areas of the school, in ‘hubs’.  Teachers will remain in a 2 metre distance from students, wherever 

possible, and we will encourage students to do the same, between each other.  Students will 

always be seated side by side, facing forwards, as per government guidelines.  We will try to avoid 
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large gatherings such as assemblies.  Year groups will be kept apart, wherever possible, and 

movement around the site will be kept to a minimum. 

What can I do to reduce the risks of catching COVID-19? 

Please continue to follow government and Public Health England guidelines regarding frequent hand-

washing and social distancing, and remain aware of potential symptoms of the virus.  Please try to 

ensure your child knows these guidelines, and adheres to them.  

How are you managing the behaviour of students? 

Due to the risks posed by COVID-19, we all have a heightened awareness of the need to ensure the 

behaviour of any students does not impact on the health or wellbeing of another.  As such, our levels of 

tolerance for poor behaviour will be significantly reduced, and any student who chooses to threaten, or 

actually cause harm to another student may be immediately removed from school.  Actions that could 

be considered grounds for removal include threatening to, or actually spitting and coughing in the 

direction of other students or member of staff. 

In the event that this behaviour occurs, the student’s parent/carer will be contacted and the student 

may be excluded for a period of time. 

We will update our behaviour policy with any new rules/policies and will communicate rules clearly and 

consistently to staff, students and parents as soon as possible.  Further details to follow. 

As always though, our intent is for students to be happy, content and relaxed while in school, and we 

will do everything possible to ensure that this is the case. 

What will the sizes of classes be? 

The class sizes will be the same as ‘normal’, with all government guidance being followed in the 

classroom, as previously explained. 

Will there be a system in place to manage student arrival at school, and at the end of the school day? 

Yes.  As buses arrive at school, they will be met by a member of staff.  Students will then enter school 

through different entrances, all of which they will be informed of before arriving at school.  At the end 

of school, students will leave via these exits and a member of staff will supervise the boarding of each 

school bus.  There will be a slightly staggered finish to school, from 2.45pm to 3.00pm for different year 

groups, as explained previously. 

Will the classroom areas and allocated bases/hubs for students be deep cleaned before students 

return? 

Yes, any areas that are to be used will be cleaned thoroughly before students return. 

Is there a continuous cleaning process in place? 

Yes.  Cleaners will be allocated to each of the different areas of school that will be used.  They will clean 

surfaces, hand rails and door handles on a regular basis through the day.  There will be soap available in 

all toilets and hand sanitiser close in all classrooms and social areas. 

Are you restricting the number of students using the toilets and ‘policing’ these areas for social 

distancing etc? 

Yes.  A member of staff will be on duty to ensure these procedures are followed. 
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WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS? 

Do I have to send my child to school? 

Yes.  ‘Normal’ rules/policies for attendance will apply (see guidelines) outlined earlier in this document. 

Will I be fined if I do not send my child to school? 

Yes.  ‘Normal’ rules/policies for attendance apply (see guidelines outlined earlier in this document). 

Will home learning still be available if my child cannot attend school? 

Where a class, group or small number of students need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown 

requiring students to remain at home, we will offer immediate remote education.  We will also continue 

to improve the quality of our existing offer and hope to have a strong contingency plan in place for 

remote education provision by the end of September.  This planning will be particularly important to 

support a scenario in which the logistical challenges of remote provision are greatest, for example 

where large numbers of pupils are required to remain at home. 

What if there is another wave/spike of the coronavirus (COVID-19)? 

 Process in the event of local outbreaks 

If a local area sees a spike in infection rates that is resulting in localised community spread, 

appropriate authorities will decide which measures to implement to help contain the 

spread.  The Department for Education will be involved in decisions at a local and national 

level affecting a geographical area, and will support appropriate authorities and our school 

to follow the health advice.  We will provide more information on this process in due 

course. 

 Contingency plans for outbreaks 

For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote education plans should be in place 

by the end of September 2020.  These will meet the same expectations as those for any 

students who cannot yet attend school at all due to coronavirus (COVID-19). 

In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may 

advise our school or number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission.  

We will have a contingency plan for this eventuality.  This may involve a return to 

remaining open only for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers, and 

providing remote education for all other students. 

Will my child receive a meal at school? 

Yes.  This may be more limited than normal, as previously explained.  Any students in receipt of free 

school meals will be able to have their meal at school in the normal way. 

 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS (These will be added to over time). 

Will year groups/’bubbles’ mix at social times? 

No.  Students will remain separate to other ‘bubbles’, staying within their allocated area of the school 

(hub). 
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What can my child bring to school? 

Your child should bring what they normally bring ie. everything they would need for a particular school 

day.  It is probably best to limit ‘things’ as much as possible, as they will need to keep/carry their bag 

with them throughout the day. 

Will students be able to use shared resources? E.g. worksheets, glue, dictionaries, calculators.  

Yes, but wherever possible, this should / will be kept to a minimum.  

Will teachers be taking in exercise books for assessment / marking and giving them back?  

Yes. Normal routines will be followed.  

Can my child bring a packed lunch / water in a reusable container?  

Yes.  

Where should I go if I have more questions? 

If you have further questions, please contact the school by phone on 01246 432849 or email 

admin@eck.leaptrust.co.uk 
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