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Home Learning 
Highlights
What has been happening in...?

Business Easter Challenge 
For Business, we have a competition which ends 
on 10th April. To enter, students must design a new 
Easter egg targeted at teenagers aged 12–16. They 
must create a new product, design the packaging 
and write a summary of the ‘Marketing Mix’ for 
their new product. We have already had some 
great submissions!

EDUCAKE with the Science 
Department
Over the last two weeks, we have seen some truly 
impressive students on EDUCAKE, resulting in 
some outstanding statistics. Let’s see if we can beat 
it this week!

The Science department would like to praise the 
following students, in particular, for their excellent 
commitment – including many Year 7 students 
have also gone above and beyond to complete 
additional questions. Well done to all! 

Special mentions go to Huey K who has complet-
ed an astonishing 438 extra questions over the last 
two weeks and Gabriell C who has completed an 
additional 86 questions.          

Also, special mention to:

Year 8 – Isabelle B, William H, Louis D, Daniella K, 
Jacey H, Sophie M,

Year 9 – Abi V, Paige G, Abbie T, Olivier M, Patrick 
R, Mitchell S.                

Year 10 – Stella V, Thomas R, Caitlin J, Ruby S, Mia 
S, Jake N, Elyse B.
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Thank You
Dear parents, carers and students,

Welcome to our first e-newsletter, part of the virtual Eckington School. We aim to keep 
you connected online and give some glimpses into the excellent home learning that our 
students are completing. 

Firstly, a massive thanks to everyone – parents, carers, grandparents, siblings. You are 
clearly doing a cracking job keeping Eckington School students busy learning at home. 
Thanks to those of you who have responded to our surveys, both parents and 
students, and have suggested tweaks and improvements as we learn to do ‘things’ 
differently.

A specific mention of thanks needs to go to our dedicated Eckington School staff who 
are hard at work uploading lessons and resources, as well as providing feedback to 
students and answering emails. 

The biggest thanks go to our students who are determinedly continuing their home 
learning. We have been extremely impressed by your hard work. 

We appreciate that everyone is feeling a bit fed up and frustrated, having to stay 
at home. However, let’s endeavour to keep our school alive and well. We may 
be physically separated but electronically we are still connected, and we can 
develop our new ways of working together. 

This e-newsletter provides a range of home learning highlights from 
across subject departments, as well as some specific student mentions 
– we hope you enjoy it! 

A. Burgess
Principal
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Cracking the Code
The Coding Club has been working on various 
projects since September. Many students have 
been making their own websites. We were also 
lucky to win various prize draws, and have been 
awarded with some new equipment for school. 
Prizes including 'Scroll bit' accessories to use with 
our Microbits from Sheffield-based company 
'Pimoroni' – which students are already enjoying 
using.  

During the school closure, students that are part 
of the Coding Club will be sent various projects 
allowing them to continue coding from home. 

A Special Mention

Miss Close would like to personally thank Evie T 
for her hard work since the school closure. Evie 
has gone above and beyond with her work in all of 
her subjects, but particularly in French, where Evie 
has asked for additional materials since the first 
week. Evie has initiated the setup of the full GCSE 
course vocabulary on Memrise for other pupils to 
access, which will undoubtedly support others 
throughout the school closure. Evie has dedicated 
a lot of her time to helping others in producing 
this course and we thank her on behalf of all the 
Year 9 and Year 10 pupils who will benefit from her 
hard work and initiative.

Doctor Who Topic
In tasks which tested knowledge of the key exam 
topic, TV serial dramas (in this case the serial 
drama of choice being ‘Doctor Who’), the 
students below excelled in achieving or surpassing 
their target grades (several grades above in some 
cases!):

Evie B

Fred C

Charlotte C

Josie D

Jake H

Millie H

Kai BW

Olivia F

Summer L

Tyler P

Olivia W

Gogglebox Star Speaker
In February, our Head Boy and Head Girl were 
invited to join the Chesterfield and North 
Derbyshire Employability and Skills Conference. 
The event was held at the beautiful Ringwood Hall 
Hotel. Speakers included the educator Mr Baasit 
Siddiqui from Channel 4's Gogglebox, who talked 
about the launch of his “Let’s Pitch It” digital 
package for schools across the nation.  A fantastic 
event bringing employers and educators together.
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Quizzes Galore
The Maths department is so pleased with the 
work that students are carrying out on 
HegartyMaths.  Students are completing lots of 
quizzes, watching the videos and even revisiting 
quizzes in order to improve their performance. 
The students are a credit to their families and the 
school, but mainly themselves.

Star of the Week

Continuing the department’s practice of awarding a 
Star of the Week for each class, we would like to 
award a class HegartyMaths Star. To decide on the 
winners of the Star of the Class, staff have looked at 
the following achievements: the number of quizzes 
completed, the times a student has revisited a quiz 
to improve performance and how proactive a 
student has been in seeking help and advice from 
their teacher. 

A Quick Quiz
 
(1)
Numbers game     75, 10, 9, 4, 3, 1
Using some or all these numbers only once. Can 
you write a calculation that has an answer 264? 
 
(2)
Letters game    A   E   D   S   T   S   O   J   R
What is the longest word you can make?
 
(3)
Conundrum      A     A     R    I    E   V    T    N    R
Rearrange all the letters to make a word.

Answers:
(1)
There are 94 possible answers!
(One answer is (75 – 10) x 4 + 1 + 3)

(2)
There are many.

(3)
Narrative
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Accelerated Reader Super 
Stars

Special mentions go to the following students 
who have all read an impressive amount of words:

Spring  Term Reading Stars  
Top 5 highest words

Devan D – 417,002 words
Erin C – 363,537 words
Eleanor CW – 327,026 words
Nuala TD – 290,608 words
Leuan W – 261,275 words

Top 5 quizzers

Devan D – 11 quizzes passed
Alfie P – 10 quizzes
Marcus F – 9 quizzes
Zoey C – 8 quizzes
Hannah D – 8 quizzes

Lockdown Reading Stars

Bronze Awards (passed a quiz with 60% – 79%)

Alexa C, Jack M

Silver Awards (passed a quiz with 80% – 99%)

Adelaide B, Evie-Mae F, Milo M, Leuan W

Gold Awards (100%)

Zoey C x2, Charlie J, Lilly M, Jimmy R

Running Out of Books to Read?
You can visit the MyOn Library at 
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html 
for a wide variety of awesome reads and quizzes.

•  Find books at your level by clicking the search 
button and selecting the ATOS level that is the 
same as your AR level.

• Or read a book on there with a younger brother 
or sister.

• Lots of them are also available to quiz on 
Accelerated Reader too.

• There are also daily news articles to keep you up 
to date with what is going on.

If you prefer listening to books, you can access 
some great audio books at 
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen. 
With books for all ages, you can listen on your 
phone, laptop, or tablet. You'll find most of them on 
Accelerated Reader too – so get quizzing!

If you are having problems either getting onto 
Accelerated Reader or finding a quiz, please email 
Mrs Smith and she will be happy to help.

Library Team Quiz

Why not play with your family, or get your friends 
together online?

The April team quiz is available at 
https://forms.gle/mzwBrYCRSUgWy2WH9 
until 6pm on Friday, 10th April. Results will be 
added to the leader board!
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Year 9 Avenue School 
Challenge
In February, eleven Year 9 Construction students 
had a behind-the-scenes tour of The Avenues 
construction site in Wingerworth, Chesterfield. 
Donning hard hats and high-viz jackets, the 
students were briefed in all aspects of Health & 
Safety before heading out onto site. They were 
delighted to speak to busy tradesmen and women, 
to ask questions about their jobs, qualifications 
needed and the best bits of their work. The 
students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and are 
looking forward to continuing The Avenues 
project with Keir Living.

Sales in Smoothies
A group of Year 9 students recently sold Innocent 
Smoothies and drinks that would have otherwise 
gone to landfill, raising over £50 for Enterprise 
activities within school. When Innocent produce 
more than is needed for the orders made, these 
drinks are surplus and waste happens. Eckington 
students worked in collaboration with the 
Sheffield food waste charity 'Food Works 
Sheffield'. We hope to continue this project in 
September. 

Expressive Faces Project
A few incredible examples of artwork 
produced by our students.
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PE Home Challenges
While sat at home, you could challenge your 
family members or household to complete some 
of these challenges with you or against you:

1) Family Group Balance 
Get all your family members to join in a group 
balance. You could have a go at the suggested 
balances below or try and make one of your 
own. Remember to hold your balance for at 
least 3–5 seconds!

2) Ski Sit Challenge
How long can you hold the ski sit position for? 
Who can hold it for the longest amount of 
time?

3) 100-Second Challenge
Have a quick look at the activities listed below – 
how many can you do in 100 seconds? 
Compete against yourself each week to try 
and improve your score. If you are feeling 
competitive, challenge someone in your family 
to see who gets the best scores for each activity 
in 100 seconds. You don’t have to do them all. 
Select a new challenge each day/week etc.

Jumping Jacks

Sit-ups
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Push-ups

Step-ups 
(on bottom step)
 Make sure your whole foot is on the step!

Side jumps 
Jump back and forth over a book/folder etc 
without touching.

Skipping
You do not need to use a rope if you haven’t 
got one.
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The LEAP Vision
Achieving excellence is the overriding ambition of our Trust. We place students at the centre of 
everything we do, creating a culture of success and a love of learning which enhances students’ 
achievements and their personal, social and emotional wellbeing.

We achieve our vision through:

Excellence for our Students
Inspiring, challenging, engaging and supporting all of our students to achieve excellent outcomes 
irrespective of their starting points. Every student is provided with a clear progression route to the 
next stage of their education and career.

Excellence for our Staff
Driving excellence in teaching and learning, and implementing a knowledge-rich curriculum 
that meets the needs and aspirations of all students.

Excellence for our Schools
Enhancing central and shared services to maximise organisational and cost 
efficiencies.

Excellence for our Communities 
Building positive partnerships with our parents, primary schools and the 
wider community

Andy Riches
CEO

Wayne Barsby
Executive Principal
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