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HOW TO CHOOSE A 
COURSE, ADVICE FROM 
ONE OF OUR STUDENTS 

Choosing a university course is a big decision that will have an impact on your 
future. How do you go about deciding which degree to study? 

Some know exactly what they want to do in the future; others have a vague 
idea and some don’t have a clue. There are a number of factors to take into 
consideration when deciding which course is right for you. 

Choose a subject you enjoy 

Make sure you choose a subject you enjoy as you are 
committing to it for three or four years. You’ll be more 
motivated to work harder (more likely to attend your 9am 
lectures) and your time at university will be a positive 
experience. 

Course and career 
If you can’t settle on just one subject, consider a Joint 
Honours degree which will give you the opportunity to Thoroughly research the options available. Universities 
explore two diferent subjects you are passionate about. will ofer courses which have the same name, yet the 

contents will difer. 

It s important to consider what you hope to do once 
you have fnished higher education. How will the course 
contribute to achieving that goal? It may be that your 
dream job requires a specifc degree or a set of skills 
only certain University courses teach. Compare the 
modules ofered and how you will be assessed. I liked 
the variety on my course: coursework, exams, creative Course extras 
group projects and presentations. You may prefer all-
exam or all-coursework assessment. Some courses ofer the opportunity to undertake a year 

in industry. This will help you apply what you learn in real 
world situations and boost your employability when you 
leave university. 

You may even be able to take a year of study abroad. 
If this is something you are interested in, check that 
the universities and courses you apply to support their 
students with this. 

To get you started thinking about careers, have a go 
at our quiz. Circle the answer in each question that you 
agree with the most. At the end of the quiz work out 
which letter you circled the most and see which career 
type you may be suited to. This is not an exact science 
but it should give you some food for thought. 



HOW TO CHOOSE QUIZ 
To get you started, take our simple quiz. Tick the box in each of the questions that 
you agree with most. At the end of the quiz work out which letter you ticked the 
most, and see which career type you may be suited to. 

In my spare time I like to… 

A. Spend my time outdoors 
B. Play computer games 
C. Do art projects 
D. Organise my life 
E. Shop 
F. Help others 

I learn by… 

A. Practical sessions - I learn by doing 
B. Being given a problem that I have to solve 
C. Colour coding everything and drawing out what I 

have to learn 
D. Planning out my revision timetable and sticking to it 
E. Debates and discussion 
F. Teaching someone else what I have learnt, this 

helps me to learn 

In my social group, I am the friend who: 

A. Is running around, coming up with diferent ideas 
B. Is competing with everyone to get the best score 

on the latest app 
C. Is always daydreaming 
D. Has organised for everyone to get together 
E. Never stops talking 
F. Is the voice of wisdom - everyone comes to me 

with their problems 

The club/group I would 
most enjoy being a part of 
would be... 

A. Lego/architecture society 
B  Forensic science society 
C. Life drawing group 
D. Mathletes 
E. Knit and natter club 
F. Helping hand society 

In the future I would like to: 

A. Work with my hands making things 
B. Work in a laboratory fnding cures for illnesses 
C. Create a work of art 
D. Work in an ofce environment 
E. Be around people all the time, this is when I am 

happiest 
F. Help others who might not be as fortunate as me 

ANSWERS 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY A’s… 

You are a practical person 
You work at your best when you are 
active. You are not frightened of getting 
stuck in and maybe even a little dirty 
while working. 

Some jobs that suit those who are 
practically minded: 
• Builder • Gardener • Engineer 
• Prison ofcer • Chef 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY B’s… 

You are technically minded 
Problem solving and complex situations 
are exciting for you. You are good 
at assessing the best solution for the 
problem and like to be super organised. 

Some jobs that suit a Technical 
person: 
• Solicitor • ICT manager • Librarian 
• Economist • Transport planner 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY C’s… 

You thrive on creativity 
Life is what you make it; you always 
come up with the most out of the box 
ideas and love to draw out solutions to 
problems. 

Some jobs that suit a creative being: 
• Photographer • Author • Interior 
designer • Advertising executive • 
Stage director 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY D’s… 

You are business focused 
You are super organised and love to 
plan everything in advance. You are 
good with numbers and work well when 
a task is set for you. 

Some jobs that suit a business brain 
• Personal assistant • Ofce manager 
• Accountant • Human resource ofcer 
• Environmental health ofcer 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY E’s… 

You are a people person 
You work best when you work with other 
people. Your social calendar is always 
full and you enjoy a good debate. 

Some jobs that suit a people person: 
• Public Relations • Fitness instructor 
• Customer service manager 
• Training and Recruitment 
• Marketing manager 

IF YOU ANSWERED MOSTLY F’s… 

You are a helping hand 
You have a strong caring nature with 
people and animals. People can always 
depend on you and you have strong 
empathy skills. 

Some jobs that suit a helpful people: 
• Nurse • Emergency services 
• Teacher • Vet • Social worker 

There are over 50,000 undergraduate courses at more than 395 providers 
in the UK, so whatever your interests they will be a course for you. 
Source: UCAS.co.uk 2018 

https://UCAS.co.uk
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WHAT ROUTES ARE 
AVAILABLE TO GET YOU 
WHERE YOU WANT TO BE? 

A-levels 
You will or will have alrerady choosen up to four subjects to specialise in. The choices open to you will vary 
depending on where you decide to study – either college or sixth form. You can now choose if you are ready to put 
your knowledge into practice in the working world or want to study to an even higher level. 

OR 

BTEC 
These vocational qualifcations help you to specialise in a particular subject and use practical lessons and 
placements to aid your learning. These will help you to decide if you want to be an expert in that feld - you can 
decide to do that through study or in the work place. 

OR 

Apprenticeship 
You can go straight into the world of work, with training along the way within a university, college or training 
provider to support your development. You will usually apply directly to the employer ofering the apprecticeship 
and higher apprenticeships can enable you to go on to study for a foundation or full degree. 

Access 
Access courses are for students aged 19 and over without the necessary qualifcations for entry to higher 
education. They prepare people for university-level study so they can go on to do a degree course. 

Foundation year (if required) 
If you have the enthusiasm for exploring your subject area but not all the skills needed to succeed as a student at 
degree level, you could consider a course with foundation year. This is an integrated four year course that starts by 
introducing you to the foundation elements of study at university. 

Year 1 at university HNC 
You will spend this year learning the basis of your HNCs mix academic, hands-on, practical, and vocational 
subject. You will meet new people who may bring learning that will give you the skills you need in the 
diferent points of view and also lecturers/teaching workplace. You can then choose to further this education with 
staf who are specialists in their subjects. an HND or go into work. 

Year 2 at university HND 
You can start to choose your own modules and This develops the skills you learned in your HNC. There are 
specialise. Your progress will be measured through still opportunities to work during your HND and put your skills 
assessments, practicals, exams or presentations into practice. You can then choose to ‘top up’ with a third year 
depending on the university and course you and study for a degree or go straight into work. 
choose. 

Year 3 at university 
In this year most students undertake their 
dissertation.  This is an indepth research project 
on a topic of interest for you. Nearing the end of 
the year students will decide if they want to do 
even more studying or use their knowledge and 
skills in employment. 
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