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Welcome
Dear Parents, Carers and students,

Welcome to the first newsletter of this academic year. 
This newsletter provides us with a wonderful opportunity to reflect 
on our achievements over the past year – and what a year it’s been!
The whole of our team, LEAP staff, students, parents and governors have 
worked really hard throughout the year. That is why we have such a happy, 
vibrant and successful community. 

I am immensely proud of all our students but particularly our Year 11, and 
Year 13 for their performance in the summer examinations. I am very grateful 
to staff and governors for their commitment and loyalty, so generously given to 
the students, and to the school.

I am delighted that Eckington School has joined the LEAP Multi Academy Trust 
and look forward to going from 'strength to strength' over the coming year.
We’ve said goodbye to some outstanding and loyal members of staff - Ms 
Crofts, Mr Johnson, Mr Cottrill, Mr Shaw, Mrs Cairns and Mrs Dye. 
Thank you to them all for everything they have contributed 
to Eckington School.

Along with the staff, I look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 
students who join us this September.

A. Burgess
Principal
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School News
GCSE Results 2018

This year sees the introduction by the 
Government of new GCSEs in the majority of 
subjects, including a new 9-1 grading system for 
these subjects. 
 
To ensure that students this year are not 
disadvantaged, Ofqual, the independent regulator, 
has ensured that the number of students getting 
new grades 9-4 will be the same nationally as 
gained grades A*-C last year. We are delighted 
that the hard work and the commitment shown 
by staff and students have resulted in pleasing 
results across all subjects.

Outstanding individual results:
• 30 out of 186 (16%) students gained 4 or more 
top grades (7, 8 and 9/A*-A).

10:  Charlotte Bramall, Bethany Clarke, Abbie 
Thompson.

9:  Eleanor Chesterton, Georgia Davies, Alicia Hill, 
Amy Jones, Riya Patel.

8:  Madalaine Ellis, Phoebe Freeston, Emily 
Newbould.

7:  Molly Brookfield, Erin Flanagan, Rebecca 
Howsham, Brooke Morley.

6:  Herbie Colton, Jasmine Harper, Dylan Pickering, 
Emily Wallace.

5:  Amy Ludlam, Matthaios Markatis, Ella Taylor, Max 
Barker.

4:  Jessica Commerford, Michael Gavrilov, Georgia 
Hawcroft, Archie Holmes, Megan Hovey, Luke 
Jackson, Liberty Marshall.

• Virtually all students gained at least one 
A*-G/9-1. This is particularly pleasing because we 
are a truly comprehensive school taking the full 
range of ability.

• The percentage of students gaining 9-4 
(equivalent to A*-C) in English and mathematics this 
year is 61.7%, an increase of 5.7% from last year.

• The percentage of students gaining a grade 5 or 
above in English and mathematics also showed an 
improvement from last year, up 7.3%, to 38.3% this 
year.

• 92.5% of students gained at least one 9-4/A*-C 
grade showing that the curriculum is sufficiently 
broad and flexible so that virtually all students can 
gain a 9-4/A*-C in at least one subject.

These are excellent results which have been 
achieved by a complete cross section of students. 
Eckington School is a mixed comprehensive 
which offers places to all young people regardless 
of ability.  Academic achievement is regarded as an 
important aspect of the education we provide 
but not the only aspect and we do not manipulate 
entry to either courses or examinations to 
improve outcomes.

We believe that a number of factors have 
contributed to our success, the hard work of the 
students themselves, the support of their parents 
and the skill and commitment of our teachers are 
most significant. Joining the LEAP Academy Trust 
has helped us to make improvements and we 
look forward to working with them going forward 
to further enhance the outcomes of our students.

For several years, we have used a system of target 
setting and monitoring at GCSE in which students 
are given a clear indication very early in their 
course as to the results we expect. This is based 
on a subject by subject analysis of previous 
performance. At the same time students are 

challenged to exceed these expectations. Many 
students have risen to this challenge magnificently. 
Within this process regular monitoring allowed us 
to give encouragement throughout and to 
address any issues for those in danger of 
underachieving before it became too late.

Principal Mrs Burgess said “I am delighted with 
our GCSE results, which are much improved from 
last year. Our students have worked very hard to 
achieve this standard and have been very well 
supported by our dedicated staff. These improved 
outcomes demonstrate increasing effectiveness of 
high quality teaching, coupled with strong 
management systems and teamwork. We are 
pleased with these outcomes but are not 
complacent and will seek to work together 
with LEAP to build on this achievement”.
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A Level Results 2018
Amidst all the changes nationally to the exam 
system, Eckington School’s 2018 A Level results 
have shown an improvement from last year. Mrs 
Burgess, Principal, welcomed the results:

‘We are delighted with the exam results of 2018, 
for the whole range of students, which continue 
to show improvement year on year. The standard 
of teaching here at Eckington, with the increased 
support and challenge of LEAP Academy Trust, is 
moving towards excellent. Throughout the past 
two years our sixth form students have demon-
strated great commitment and hard work, whilst 
engaging in a wide range of extra-curricular and 
social activities.

The major change nationally over the past two 
years is that almost all subjects taken now at A 
Level have a new syllabus with only a final exami-
nation. This has obviously been a challenge to both 
staff and students, to which we have been able to 
respond.

Our A Level average points score per entry is up 
on last year as are the number of higher grades, 
and several students have gained places at Russell 
Group Universities.

Mrs Burgess said ‘As a comprehensive school, our 
focus is on achieving outstanding results for all our 
students, and also delivering high value-added 
progress from GCSE to A Level. We pride 
ourselves on offering opportunity as widely as 
possible by keeping restrictions on entry to sixth 
form courses to a minimum. As a result, a number 
of students who in many institutions may not have 
been allowed to begin Level 3 courses have 
gained very commendable grades, thereby giving 

them access to university places’.

One of the key reasons for our success, which we 
hope will grow even more with LEAP, is the 
consistent focus on the interests of the students, 
developing a broad range of skills and 
responsibilities. Our excellent tutor team works 
with the students from day one, identifying any 
concerns at an early stage and offering 
constructive support 
and guidance throughout the two years of study.

There were several outstanding individual results:

• Daniel Burgess with 4 A* grades at A Level in 
Chemistry, Further Mathematics, Mathematics and 
Physics, together with an A* grade in The 
Extended Project. (Daniel is going on to 
Cambridge to study Natural Sciences).

• Olivia Ballington – Film Studies A*, English 
Literature A, Resistant Materials A.

• Sam Beardshaw – Business Studies A, 
Resistant Materials A, Extended Project A, Art 
Photography B.

• Liam Dunn – History A, Mathematics A, 
Biology B, Physics C.

• Abbie Uprichard – Art Photography A, 
Business Studied B, Sociology B , Extended Project 
D.

• Rebecca Young – Art Photography A, Textiles 
A, History C.

Among our students who followed vocational 
courses, mention should be made of Jade Straw 
who scored triple distinction in Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care and Reece 
Mallender who gained a distinction star in 
Extended Diploma in Creative Media.
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Afternoon Tea
The year 9 food class all worked on an 
Afternoon Tea event on Thursday, 12th 
July. The students prepared cooked and 
served Afternoon Tea to over 50 guests. 
Parents and staff enjoyed being seated 
outside in the sunshine and were served 
tea, a range of sandwiches, scones, eclairs, 
brownies, iced buns and mini pavlovas. 
The students were excellent and 
displayed exceptional food skills, good 
customer service and great team work. 
Well done year 9s.

Student Presentation 
Assemblies - Catering
A small group of year 10 students worked 
with the chefs from the school meals 
providers, Aspens to prepare and cook the 
buffet for the celebration event. The 
students worked excellently and showed 
maturity, team work and excellent food 
skills. Well done year 10s.

BBC 500 Words 
Competition

Congratulations to Stella V (Y8) who has 
reached the final 5000 in this year’s BBC's 
500 Word competition.  This is an 
excellent achievement given that there 
were almost 130,000 entrants.
We wish Stella well in the next round of 
the competition.

Mr Johnson Retires
 
After 29 years Mr Johnson is retiring from teaching.   Many 
students have benefited from his teaching, wise words and 
from attending the many activities he has run; from trips to 
Spain, to taking part in the water sports at Rother Valley.

 There are families he has taught two generations of, and 
the older ones always speak well of him.  His commitment 
and his wit, has been appreciated by many.  Over the years, 
Mr Johnson has been a great support to all staff, particularly 
in the maths department where he has taught many, many 
students to success at GCSE.  He will be greatly missed and 
we all wish Mr Johnson a long and happy retirement. 

Mrs Dye Retires at 60
School Business Assistant Denise Dye celebrated her 60th 
birthday and retirement from Eckington in July. Starting in 
April 2009, Denise worked as Clerk to Governors and in 
2014 moved to take up the post of School Business 
Assistant. Denise said:

“Thank You' doesn't seem like enough.  I can't tell you how 
much your kind words and presents meant to me. When I 
think of Eckington School I will think very fondly of all the 
lovely people I have had contact with over the years and it 
will be them I will sadly miss.”

We all wish Denise the very best for her retirement. 
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Flexible Learning Day

Students took part in two Flexible Learning Days 
this term, the first in April and the second in June. 
Here is a photo gallery of what they got up to.

Year 8 World of Work
 
In order to help increase their understanding of 
the world of work, Year 8 students accompanied 
their parents to work for one day. Students spent 
the day shadowing a parent or close relative as 
part of Flexible Learning at Eckington School.

The aim of this day was to introduce students to 
roles and responsibilities in the workplace, as well 
as the skills and qualities that are required within 
a working environment.
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Year 11 Prom
Year 11 celebrated the end of five years at 
Eckington School with a prom at the Double 
Tree Hilton Hotel on Friday 29th June. No 
doubt all the students were pleased to be 
‘letting their hair down’ following a grueling 
examination season. 

The students rose to the occasion and looked 
every bit the part: fancy new suits, exquisite 
dresses, hair dos and make up - the lot! 
Everyone looked absolutely fabulous and 
arrived in style in limousines, sports cars, party 
buses and even a trials bike! Proud parents 
accompanied some of the students, taking 
photos and generally joining in with the buzzing 
of excitement outside the hotel. 

Once inside a three course meal was set, but 
year 11 were in party mood and spent most of 
the night on the dance floor! The professional 
photographer and mobile phones were busy all 
night catching the memories. 

There was a lovely atmosphere all evening and 
both staff and students clearly enjoyed 
themselves. All too soon, however, it was over 
and students moved off to their various after 
prom parties.
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STEM Big Bang Fair

Two teams of year 8 girls have been taking part in 
a ten-week EDT Go4SET STEM competition. 
Each team was given a specific project brief, Team 
Ecko Gecko were tasked with creating a 
sustainable hotel and Team JEMC to turn the 
school into an eco-friendly island.  

In June, they took their projects to the Big Bang 
event in Derby and competed against forty-five 
other teams from schools across the Midlands.  
Eight out of the forty-five teams would be 
shortlisted for a place in the finals of the 'Big Bang' 
UK Young Scientists and Engineers competition 
next year.

Our two teams have worked fantastically hard 
over the past ten weeks and produced two 
excellent projects, including a model, a report and 
a presentation.  Our students were up against 
many other schools, where the talent and 
competition was fierce. However, that didn't faze 
our two teams who both WON places to the 
finals.  One of the teams also won the prize for 
'Most Innovative project'. 

Mrs Tully, Learning Mentor, arranged for the 
students to present their work to staff and share 
their awesome achievement in school. 

Mrs Tully said “I am so very proud of the girls and 
am pleased to see that all of their hard work has 
paid off - bring on the finals next year!”

Over the past 10 weeks the students involved 
have given up a lot of their free time to dedicate 
to this project.  They are also thankful to staff 
who have allowed them to miss a number of 
lessons to work on this project.  The girls are 
quite rightly very proud of their achievements.  
Congratulations Team JEMC and Team Ecko 
Gecko on your outstanding achievement!

The teams are:

Team JEMC
Mia B, Carys H, Emily S, Jodie H.

Team Ecko Gecko
Olivia R, Hannah R, Izabella M, Megan T.
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Refurbishment 2018
Eckington School has undergone a scheme of 
refurbishment over the summer as part of a 
LEAP Academy Trust rebrand. Main Reception 
and the Sixth Form Centre have been 
redecorated to a high standard, and signage 
around school has been replaced. The Main 
Reception is now bright, modern and open-plan. 

Martin Keens, Assistant Principal of Sixth Form 
said “The Sixth Form is now a new and exciting 
learning environment for students and staff.  Our 
aim was to create a multi-functional space for 
students, with a greater emphasis on study 
space.”

This is the beginning of an exciting phase of 
refurbishment across the school, to enhance the 
learning experience of our students. 

Cardiac Risk in the Young
 
On 28th July, Eckington students aged 14 and 
over were invited to a local cardiac screening 
session for  young people (aged 14-35) of 
Eckington and surrounding areas. The screening 
was organised by Anne and Craig Siddall: whose 
tremendous fundraising efforts made this event 
possible. The Siddall family tragically lost their 
daughter Madeline, in July 2011 from an 
undiagnosed cardiac condition leaving family, 
friends and the school community devastated. 
Madeline was a pupil at Eckington School from 
2006 to 2011.  

The screening, which involved a simple ECG, 
took place on 28th July 2018 at The Friendship 

Hall/The Lighthouse in Eckington. One hundred 
and one young people were screened, with 2 
needing further investigation.

Eckington School would like to thank Anne and 
Craig for offering students the opportunity to 
get tested and for raising awareness of Cardiac 
Risk in the Young amongst our young people. 
Thank you Anne and Craig. 
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School Trips
Activities Week
 
A group of seventy-three students and six staff 
spent five days at Manor Adventure, Norfolk 
Lakes in July.  Students experienced a host of 
different water sport activities such as canoeing, 
kayaking, sailing, paddle boarding and raft building.  
We also took part in many outdoor challenges 
including archery, rifle shooting, high ropes, crate 
stacking, fencing and obstacle course. Students 
and staff had a great time, the facilities were first 
class and the sun shone.

Here is a selection of photos from other trips and 
activities that took place as part of Activities Week 
2018. 

Students in Year 7 to 10 had a vast choice of 
activities from Disneyland Paris to the Harry Potter 
experience. 

Workshops in school offered students the chance 
to get creative. Activities included producing a rock 
and pop track or making a chair.

Thanks to everyone involved in Activities Week 
2018 – A truly fabulous time had by all.

School Trips12 13



Gold Duke of Edinburgh

This year our Duke of Edinburgh candidates 
continue to be working through their awards, and 
we would like to congratulate in particular our 
students who have recently completed their Gold 
Awards. 

This level of the Award Scheme is very 
demanding and challenging and to complete it is a 
real accomplishment. Congratulations to Rebecca 
Y, Jade S, Mika P, Rachel C, Joe C, Sam B and Sam 
B. 

To achieve the Gold Award the students have had 
to complete 5 separate sections; volunteering, 
physical activity, learning or developing a skill, 
completing a 4 day walking expedition and a 5 
day residential. 

Each section has to be regularly participated in for 
at least 12 months and to so to combine this 
commitment with juggling busy academic 
schedules requires excellent time management 
skills and a drive to succeed that will stand them 
in good stead for future life. 

Each of these students receives their certificate 
from a member of the Royal Family at St James' 
Palace, which is a fitting way to celebrate. Well 
done to each of these students. As a school we 
recognise your excellent achievement and we are 
very proud of you all!

Extra Curricular

14 Extra Curricular

Mia makes her
international debut!

A Year 10 student from Eckington School 
competed in her first international golf tournament 
in May. Mia ES, who plays golf for Derbyshire and 
Yorkshire, played for England U16; the team were 
in a two-day match against Spain in Madrid. Mia's 
golfing success last year saw her secure a place on 
the national team.

Mia said: 'I had such an amazing time in Spain. It was 
a fantastic experience to compete at international 
level. ' Mia recently competed in the Yorkshire 
Ladies County Match Week in Huddersfield on 
25th June.

On Friday 1st June, Mia played for Derbyshire at 
the Midlands Schools Championship in Leicester. It 
was a double for Derbyshire as both the girls and 

Race for Life

On Sunday 3rd June, 16 ladies from Eckington 
School formed 'Eckington Friends' and took part 
in a very hot & sunny Race for Life at Queen's Park, 
Chesterfield.  We all worked hard and have so far 
raised £1,500 for Cancer Research UK, excluding 
any cash donations!  A wonderful group of ladies 
taking part in a fantastic event, doing something 
positive to make a difference.  A very big well done 
to all involved!

Track and Field Stars

Year 8 students Ruby S and Summer L competed 
in the Derbyshire schools Track and Field 
championships in June.  Ruby came 1st in the 
800m,  and Summer came 1st in the 1500m. Both 
girls went on to represent Derbyshire at the 
Mason Trophy in Birmingham.

Year 8 student, Ruby S competed in the English 
Schools Athletics Association Track and Field event 
on Friday 13th July and Saturday 14th July 2018 at 
Birmingham’s Alexander Stadium. 

The event saw over 1,800 athletes contesting 
events in the under 15, under 17 & under 19 age 

groups over the two days. Ruby came third in 
the final of the 800m junior girls event. 
Eckington School is extremely proud of both 
Ruby and Summer and their sporting 
achievements - well done girls!

boys teams won. A solid performance from Mia 
saw her secure a top-five place and qualify for 
the National Schools Championship. 

Mia, who has been golfing since a young age, has 
a handicap of 4 and trains at Lindrick Golf 
course near Worksop. Golfing is in the family 
and Mia's Dad encouraged her to take up the 
sport.

Mia has received several offers to study a sports 
scholarship in America. Good Luck Mia!
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Sixth Form
Y12 Geography Trips
 
The Y12 geographers visited the Yorkshire coast 
in April to practice a range of fieldwork 
techniques relevant to both human and physical 
geography. The students stayed at the Sneaton 
Castle centre, which has served us well over the 
years, but is sadly closing this year. The main aim of 
the fieldwork was to collect primary data using a 
range of sampling strategies. Once back at school 
the students will use the data as the basis for a 
project that makes up almost a third of their A 
Level.

Our four day residential visit started in Hull, 
which was the UK City of Culture 2017. The 
students visited a number of sites around the city 
centre as well as the wider city to investigate how 
big an impact City of Culture has had on 
regenerating areas of deprivation. 

Our second day was based around assessing the 
rates of coastal erosion at a number of sites along 
the Yorkshire coast. Over the past decade many 
millions of pounds have been invested in a range 
of hard and soft coastal defences in this region in 
order to protect key sites, particularly the pretty 
fishing village of Robin Hoods Bay and 
Scarborough. The students had to measure the 
impact of the defences and assess how successful 
they have been. 

Our third day was spent investigating water and 
carbon cycles in and around the town of Pickering, 
which is well known for being at risk of flooding. 
Students investigated how land use and drainage 
basin characteristics upstream of the town may 
affect river discharge and ultimately cause the town 
to flood. 

Our final day was spent contrasting the landforms 
and coastal management strategies used on the 
hard chalk rocks of Flamborough Head with those 
on the soft clay rocks of the Holderness coast south 
of Bridlington. The Holderness coast is the fastest 
eroding coastline in Europe, which creates a 
number of issues for the businesses and residents in 
this region.

The students were an absolute pleasure to work 
with. They really pushed themselves hard each day 
and with evening work too. We managed to indulge 
in the occasional ice cream or two though, and 
traditional Whitby fish and chips as well! Staff and 
students all really enjoyed the experience, especially 
Mr. Mellor, for whom this was his last ever residential 
trip before retiring in July. Both staff and students will 
miss him next year and we wish him well for 
the future.          
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Y12 Chemists Visit Kroto 
Schools Laboratory
 
This was our fourth visit to the Kroto Schools 
Laboratory at the University of Sheffield. Half of 
his year's Year 12 group attended this trip (the 
other half attended before Christmas) where 
they had the opportunity to work in a modern 
chemistry laboratory. 

They completed the synthesis of paracetamol in 
record time (the fastest and most efficient group 
Dr Buckley has ever had.) The girls showed 
excellent precision and developed new skills of 
vacuum filtration and recrystallization. Afterwards 
the girls worked very hard to deduce a 
complicated mechanism for the second step of 
this reaction. Immensely proud of how they 
conducted themselves!

Y13 Leavers Barbecue
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The LEAP Vision

16 Leap Vision

Achieving excellence is the overriding ambition of our Trust. We place students at the centre of 
everything we do, creating a culture of success and a love of learning which enhances students’ 
achievements and their personal, social and emotional wellbeing.

We achieve our vision through:

Excellence for our Students
Inspiring, challenging, engaging and supporting all of our students to achieve excellent outcomes 
irrespective of their starting points. Every student is provided with a clear progression route to the 
next stage of their education and career.

Excellence for our Staff
Driving excellence in teaching and learning, and implementing a knowledge-rich curriculum 
that meets the needs and aspirations of all students.

Excellence for our Schools
Enhancing central and shared services to maximise organisational and cost 
efficiencies.

Excellence for our Communities 
Building positive partnerships with our parents, primary schools and the 
wider community

Andy Riches
CEO

Wayne Barsby
Executive Principal
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