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Welcome
Whether you are joining our Sixth Form
from another school or you have been with
us since year 7, I would like to thank you for
choosing Eckington School for the next
part of your academic journey.

We are an 11 – 18 school, part of LEAP Multi 
Academy Trust, and our aim is to achieve 
excellence. Professional excellence at all levels 
underpins our approach, and a high quality 
educational experience is an entitlement for 
every student. With high expectations, 
education can transform the lives of students 
at Eckington School and through them the 
wider community.

I am enormously proud of our Sixth Form. 
Our successful young adults are becoming 
increasingly influential in the school; they are 
role models for younger students to aspire to 
and they play an integral part in the life of our 
school community.

Our excellent Sixth Form team will assist 
prospective students in selecting the correct 
courses to match their intended career path, 

will work closely with them throughout their 
two years with us, and guide them through 
the university or apprenticeship application 
process to ensure they progress successfully 
into the next phase of their learning. In our 
most recent inspection, the leadership of the 
Sixth Form was described as ‘ambitious and 
strengthening’.

Students in our Sixth Form also involve 
themselves in a full range of additional 
activities to extend their learning and to 
improve their CV. The range of 
non-qualification activities was praised by 
Ofsted including peer mentoring, Young 
Enterprise and visits to universities. The 
number of entrants for top universities and 
high quality apprenticeships is increasing and it 
is wonderful to hear the success stories of 
students graduating and moving on to high 
quality employment.

This prospectus gives you a glimpse of
our rich learning environment and the wealth
of opportunities we provide. To see for
yourself what the school has to offer, please
come along to our Sixth Form Open Evening
or make an appointment to visit us.

Mr M Keens
Assistant Principal Sixth Form
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 Life in the Sixth Form is very different to Years 
7–11 regardless of which school you attended 
previously. Advanced level courses are very 
demanding and you will need to manage your 
study, personal and work life effectively if you are 
to succeed and progress into higher education, 
employment or training.

How many lessons you will have depends on how many 
subjects you study. You can expect to have five hours 
teaching per subject, and you should aim to match this 
amount with your own independent learning outside 
the classroom.

To support you with your studies, students have access 
to well-equipped facilities, including a dedicated IT suite, 
areas for small group work and a silent study area. The 
school day starts with registration and you will be 
allocated a personal tutor who you will work with on a 
day-to-day basis. Tutor sessions are designed to support 
you and your studies. They give you a chance to have 
one-to-one tutorials with expert guidance and support.   
Where possible, your personal tutor will also be a 
specialist in one of the subjects you are studying.

There are many opportunities for you to develop a 
healthy CV by getting involved with initiatives such as 
the Sixth Form Student Leadership programme, Young 
Enterprise, Transition Mentors and the School Council. 

As the Sixth Form is part of an 11-18 school, there are 
opportunities for you to get involved in the wider 
school community. A rich and varied CV will help you to 
secure a successful future.

Sixth Form Life
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Eckington School holds the Career Mark Gold Award for 
effective careers information, advice and guidance. We 
offer a comprehensive programme of careers advice 
which has been highly praised. We work closely with the 
careers service and have personal advisers working in 
the school. Careers advice starts from the moment 
students express an interest in joining us.

We offer expert advice on degree courses. We run a 
dedicated Post-18 careers week each July, supporting students 
with UCAS applications or planning for apprenticeship or 
employment.   Many of our students are successful candidates 
for engineering, business and medical courses at top 
universities.

Every student at Eckington Sixth Form Centre is guaranteed 
work experience tailored to their individual needs, whether 
this is a short block of work experience or an extended work 
placement.

Careers Advice
Eckington Sixth Form Centre has a dedicated Employment 
Engagement Manager who supports students in their 
applications for work experience placements and monitors the 
effectiveness of these placements.

We have established links with employers in a variety of 
sectors:

• Accountancy
• Architecture
• Care for the elderly
• Childcare
• Digital media
• Education
• Engineering
• Estate agent

• Hospitality
• IT
• Law
• Media
• Medical 
• Retail
• Sport

Through the work of our Employment Engagement Manager 
the number of employers and the range of sectors continues 
to grow.



Tuesday 6th November 2018
Sixth Form Open Evening

Monday 22nd - Monday 3rd - Friday 7th December 2018
Sixth Form Taster Week 

December 2018 onwards 
Sixth Form Interviews

Friday 25th January 2019 
Applications deadline
For students not in year 11 at Eckington School

Friday 12th July 2019
Year 12 Induction Morning

Thursday 22nd August 2019
GCSE Results Day

Friday 23rd August 2019 
Sixth Form Enrolment

Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Year 12 Lessons begin

What and how many subjects should I study?
We expect you to study a minimum of three and a 
maximum of four subjects at A level, or one BTEC 
Applied course. Advanced courses are challenging. 
Ideally, you should do your research and find out what 
the university entry requirements are for the degrees 
you are interested in.

How do I decide where to study my A Levels?
Again, you need to do your research. Studying at a 
Sixth Form is very different to Year 7-11. Relationships 
with your peers and teachers are very different.

Talk to your parents and your teachers and discuss your 
thoughts. Visits to open events are crucial. Where can 
you see yourself achieving your best? Where will give 
you the best support?

Frequently Asked Questions

If you already attend Eckington School, the Sixth Form 
team will inform you when your first Sixth Form 
interview will take place.

If you do not currently attend Eckington School, you 
will need to complete and send your application to us 
by the end of January, if you wish to study in the 
following September.  Application forms can be found 
on the school website and returned via post or email.

How Do I Apply?

Key Dates
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At Eckington School there are many ways for Sixth Form students 
to gain valuable skills and experience outside the classroom as well 
as within it, through our high quality enrichment programme.

Student Enrichment
Students are asked to dedicate one period a week to enrichment 
activities. There is a range of activities to choose from:

• Creative writing
• Buddy reading
• Charity fund-raising
• Chinese Language

Beyond the Classroom

• Extended Project Qualification
• Mentoring / teacher assistant
• Snack shack
• Young Enterprise

We also encourage our Sixth Form students to arrange their own 
enrichment opportunities.

Trips, Visits and Events
Our Sixth Form students have access to a wide variety of trips, visits and 
guest speakers.

In recent years, trips and visits have been organised to Europe, North 
America and Asia, including the USA and China.  Curriculum visits for 
German and business students have been arranged to experience 
German Christmas markets; science students have visited CERN in 
Switzerland.  Closer to home, students have visited key architectural 
sites in English cities and we annually visit the North Yorkshire Coast.  
Academic conferences across the country are attended by our Sixth 
Form students, as are university visits and the UCAS conference at 
Sheffield Arena.

Evenings of music, poetry and drama are organised by our students and 
widely supported by teaching staff.  We also reveal our sporting prowess 
to the rest of the school during the ‘Mini-Olympics’ event and annual 
sports day.  Finally, the Sixth Form barbecue provides the best burgers 
and hotdogs in town!



Student Leadership Programme
The student leadership programme is a developing part of Eckington School. 
Student leaders help organise activities, develop and improve the school and 
address student issues.  In addition, student leaders represent the Sixth Form at 
events with lower school students and members of the wider school community.

Student leaders meet once a week to discuss key issues and put into place their 
plans. They work alongside Leaders of Student Development and review school 
policies and procedures, ensuring the student voice is heard and the Sixth Form 
is the best it can possibly be. It is a valuable role and really helps to develop key 
skills that employers and universities are looking for.

Student leaders will also play a big role in lower school, working with and 
coaching students from younger years on charity events and celebrations.

How do I become a Student Leader?
You will need to be nominated by a member of staff in the first instance. If you 
receive a nomination you will need to fill in an application form in September. 
Applications will be shortlisted by staff. Successful applicants will be invited to a 
student leadership training event. This will involve a variety of activities which 
demonstrate your skills in leadership and working with others.

Successful student performance will result in selected students gaining a position 
of Sixth Form Ambassador. Those who demonstrate exceptional leadership 
qualities will be nominated for the prestigious position of Senior Ambassador or 
Deputy Senior Ambassador.

What have the Student Ambassadors done recently?
This is what our Student Leaders said:

‘Becoming a Student Ambassador has really increased my self-confidence. You 
become a role model for other students to trust. Everything we do has a positive 
outcome. Working alongside other Ambassadors allows my team-building skills to 
develop and I know that I will continue to develop over the rest of my time as a 
Student Ambassador at Eckington School.’ 

‘Being a Student Ambassador has allowed me to work with people who I possibly 
wouldn’t have otherwise. It has given me the opportunity to help organise and plan 
events and take more responsibility for the aims we have set, helping make sure that 
they are achieved. It has been really enjoyable and I’m proud to be a part of it.’ 
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The 16-19 Bursary Fund was set up by the Department for Education in September 2011 to replace the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) system. The funding is intended to give financial support to students who would 
otherwise experience difficulties in continuing or completing their courses of study or in accessing the full range of 
educational opportunities.

16-19 Bursary Fund

Funding provided to the school is limited 
and is available to Sixth Form students. 
To be eligible to receive a bursary a 
young person must be aged under 19 on 
31st August in the academic year
in which they start their programme of 
study.

The school seeks to ensure that:
• Priority is given to students from the 

families with the lowest household 
income and / or highest demonstrated 
need.

• Funding is distributed fairly via a 
process which is transparent and easily 
understood.

• Applications for funding are assessed 
taking into account the financial 
circumstances of the applicant and the 
intended use of the award.

There are two categories of applicant:
i. Priority groups
ii. Other applicants

Students are deemed to be in a priority 
group if they are:
• Young people who are looked after 

children in the care of the Local 
Authority or foster parents.

• Care leavers (i.e. aged 16+ [usually 18] 

coming out of the care system in order 
to live independently).

• Those young people who receive 
Income Support or Universal Credit in 
their own name.

• Disabled young people in receipt of 
both Employment Support Allowance 
and Disability Living Allowance or a 
personal independence payment, both 
in their own name. 

• Students in priority groups receive 
funding from central government 
funds.

Other students may apply for bursaries 
if financial barriers are preventing full 
access to 16+ studies and/or enrichment 
and extension activities. Priority will be 
given to applicants with the lowest 
household income. Standard 
expectations MUST be met before any 
bursary can be awarded.

Applicants may make an application for 
a bursary for any purpose and cover 
costs for:
• The purchase of books/equipment.
• Transport costs (public transport) to 

and from school.
• Trips and visits organised by school.
• University interviews.
• Open days.

Applications are considered at the start 
of the academic year, and payments will 
be made to each successful applicant 
each half term. The previous assessment 
point will be considered to judge 
whether standard expectations have 
been met. Standard expectations of all 
16+ students are that they:

i. Achieve 96%+ attendance
ii. Achieve committed and/or excellent 

grades during assessments points.

Students must also meet the statement 
of expectations as stated in the Sixth 
Form learning agreement, in the student 
planner.

Any student may apply for a bursary. 
However, priority will be given to 
students with the lowest household 
income.

For more details students can collect a 
copy of the school policy and an 
application form from the Sixth Form 
study area in September. 

The bursary is funded by central 
government on an annual basis. This 
information is correct at the time of 
going to print but does not constitute a 
guarantee that bursary funding will be 
available in 2019/20.



Eckington Sixth 11

"The subject teachers are always willing to give 
time to help and support us in our studies. "



Courses & Options

Box A

• Art and Design: Photography and Lens-based Media
• Biology
• Drama and Theatre Studies
• History
• Further Mathematics
• Sociology

Box B

• Business
• Chemistry
• Design and Technology: Product Design
• English Language
• Psychology

Box C

• Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles
• English Literature
• Food Science and Nutrition (Level 3 Diploma)
• Geology
• Physical Education
• Physics

Applied Courses

• BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care
• Cambridge Technical Level 3 Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity
• NCFE Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media: Animation
• BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Applied Science

Box D

• Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design
• Film Studies
• French
• German
• Geography
• Law
• Mathematics

At A level, students opt for one subject from each box, a minimum of three and a maximum of four. 
Students applying to study applied courses choose from the applied courses box.
Option blocks are subject to change.



Art, Craft and Design
Photography and Lens-Based Media
Creative Media: Animation
Drama and Theatre Studies

14
15
15
16

Creative, Performing & Digital Arts

Fashion and Textiles
Food Science and Nutrition
Product Design

18
18
19

Design & Technology

English Language
English Literature
Film Studies

20
20
21

English, Media & Film Studies

Mathematics
Further Mathematics

22
22

Mathematics

French
German

24
24

Modern Foreign Languages

Physical Education
Sport and Physical Activity

26
26

Physical Education & Sport

Applied Science
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

28
28
30
30

Science

Business
Geography
Geology
Health and Social Care
History
Law
Psychology
Sociology

32
32
33
34
34
36
36
36

Social Science & Humanities
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A Level

Art , Craft & 
Design
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Art & Design.
Students who do not have a grade 6
may be considered following approval
from the Leader of Teaching and
Learning.

Study Topics
Students will develop integrated
knowledge, skills and understanding of
the following, through an introductory
project and an in-depth individual
personal project:

•  Fine art requires engagement with 
aesthetic and intellectual concepts 
through the use of traditional and/or 
digital media, materials, techniques 
and processes for the purpose of 
self-expression, free of external 
constraints. 

•  Fine art may be created to 
communicate ideas and messages 
about the observed world, the 
qualities of materials, perceptions, 
or preconceptions. 

•  It can also be used to explore 
personal and cultural identity, 
society and how we live, visual 
language, and technology. 

•  Fine Art allows us to consider and 
reflect on our place in the world, 
both as individuals and collectively.

Assessment
Students will follow the Edexcel course. 

60% coursework- personal portfolio & 
written component

40% exam- including exam preparation

The examination process consists of one 
15 hour exam over 3 days at the end of 
the course. There is a preparation period 
of between 12-14 weeks leading up to the 
exam.

Where could it lead to?
A level Art & Design is a much 
sought-after qualification for entry to a 
variety of full-time courses in higher 
education. It will also gain you access to 
a wider choice of courses after Sixth 
Form.

Students can progress from this 
qualification to:

•  further education courses such as 
the BTEC Level 3 Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design (QCF)

•  higher education courses such as 
BTEC Higher National Diplomas in 
art and design subjects, or direct to 
a BA Honours degree with an art 
and design focus

•  apprenticeships or other training
•  employment in a related sector.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: Fine Art, 
Graphics, Architecture, Product design 
& Fashion Design.



A Level

Lens-Based Media
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Photography.  
Students who do not have a grade 6 
may be considered following approval 
of the Leader of Teaching and 
Learning.

Study Topics
Students will develop integrated 
knowledge, skills and understanding of 
the following, through an introduction 
project and an in depth individual 
personal project:

•  the principles of digital photography, 
including digital processing.

•  viewpoint, white balance, 
composition, focus, aperture, 
shutter speed, exposure, shooting 
modes.

•  the use and qualities of image 
acquisition hardware and software, 
image manipulation and analogies 
between digital and other forms of 
photography.

•  the relationships between colour 
and tone for screen and print-based 
media, screen calibration & file 
formats. 

•  the use of a range of source 
material, software and hardware in 
the generation and development of 
ideas.

Assessment
Students will follow the Edexcel course. 

60% coursework- personal portfolio & 
written component

40% exam- including exam preparation

The examination process consists of one 
15 hour exam over 3 days at the end of 
the course. There is a preparation period 
of between 12-14 weeks leading up to the 
exam.

Where could it lead to?
A level Photography is a popular and 
much sought-after qualification for entry 
to a number of full-time courses in 
higher education. It will also gain you 
access to a wider choice of courses after 
Sixth Form.

Students can progress from this 
qualification to:

•  further education courses such as 
the BTEC Level 3 Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design (QCF)

•  higher education courses such as 
BTEC Higher National Diplomas in 
art and design subjects, or direct to 
a BA

•  Honours degree with an art and 
design focus

•  apprenticeships or other training
•  employment in a related sector.

Level 3 Extended Diploma 

Creative Media: 
Animation
Entry Requirements
At least 4 GCSE passes ideally 
including English and Maths

Study Topics
Animation
Core: Collaboration in the creative 
sector, Entrepreneurialism and Working 
to a commercial brief.

Additional Units
Stop Motion Animation, Traditional 
Animation, Story Development, 2D 
digital motion Animation,  3D Digital 
motion, Sound Production, Character 
Drawing and 3D character development

Assessment
Purely coursework based with no 
exams. Candidates will need to 
successfully pass each module gaining 
either a Pass/Merit/Distinction or 
Distinction* 

Where could it lead to?
Animation is a much sought-after 
qualification for entry to a wide variety 
of full-time courses in higher education. 
It is recommended that you take this 
course alongside the EPQ qualification.

Many areas of employment see this 
course as an important qualification. It 
is often a requirement for vocational 

qualifications with a creative element 
and for related higher education courses 
and careers.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: Games Design, 
Games Programming, 3D Animation 
Development and Computing.
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Study Topics
Animation
Core: Collaboration in the creative 
sector, Entrepreneurialism and Working 
to a commercial brief.

Additional Units
Stop Motion Animation, Traditional 
Animation, Story Development, 2D 
digital motion Animation,  3D Digital 
motion, Sound Production, Character 
Drawing and 3D character development

Assessment
Purely coursework based with no 
exams. Candidates will need to 
successfully pass each module gaining 
either a Pass/Merit/Distinction or 
Distinction* 

Where could it lead to?
Animation is a much sought-after 
qualification for entry to a wide variety 
of full-time courses in higher education. 
It is recommended that you take this 
course alongside the EPQ qualification.

Many areas of employment see this 
course as an important qualification. It 
is often a requirement for vocational 

qualifications with a creative element 
and for related higher education courses 
and careers.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: Games Design, 
Games Programming, 3D Animation 
Development and Computing.

A Level 

Drama & Theatre 
Studies
Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in Drama  GCSE or Grade 5 
in English. Students who have NOT 
studied Drama at GCSE CAN still take 
Drama A Level.

Study Topics
In this subject we study:

•  two plays whereby your 
understanding of the production will 
be tested in a written exam

•  three plays that you will explore 
practically and perform to a live 
audience

•  at least one drama practitioner
•  a variety of live performances
•  how to work as a director, 

performer and designer

Assessment
40% Written exam
30% Devised  (20% written 
documentation and 10% performance, 

internally marked/externally moderated)
30% Performance (20% performance 
and 10% written notes, externally 
examined)

Where could it lead to?
This course develops skills that are 
attractive to employers and universities 
in many areas. Some of these include: 
Journalism, Media and Television,
Theatre Production, Acting, Law and
Business and Sales.
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A Level

Fashion & Textiles
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in any Design & Technology 
GCSE course. Students with a grade 5 
may only take up the course with the 
agreement of the D&T leadership team.

Study Topics
Teaching is through workshop-based 
methods and will approach the A level 
working through units such as:

•  CAD/CAM, 3D printing and 
sublimation printing

•  Line, tone and colour
•  Fashion/illustration
•  Machine sewing/embroidery and 

embellishment
•  Batik and dyeing processes
•  Screen printing
•  Pattern cutting for professional 

dressmaking.

We actively encourage studying current 
trends in fashion and textiles, examining 
contemporary practitioners, and 
producing creative and experimental 
garments and textiles.

Assessment
Paper 1 Technical principles
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
30% of A level

Paper 2 Designing and making principles
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
20% of A level

Non-exam assessment (NEA)
Practical application of core technical 
principles, core designing and making 
principles and additional specialist 
knowledge. 

How it’s assessed: Substantial design and 
make project 50% of A level.

Where could it lead to?
The fashion & textiles industry is diverse 
but you could move into employment or 
Higher Education in areas including 
fashion design, interior design, retail 
management, fashion marketing, buying 
and visual merchandising, or employment, 
either within industry or freelance.

The number of careers that a textile 
qualification can lead to is endless and 
includes printmaker, textile designer, art 
therapist, costume designer, digital 
designer, fashion design assistant, fashion 
designer, illustrator, interior designer, 
prop maker, set designer, tattooist, 
textile designer, visual merchandiser, 
web designer.

A Level

Food Science & 
Nutrition
Entry Requirements
As a basic principle this should be a 
grade 6 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition, Hospitality and Catering or 
a related GCSE. This may be adjusted 
for individual circumstances.



Study Topics
The qualification is comprised of three 
units, two are mandatory and an 
optional one. 

Unit 1 is mandatory and will cover food 
hygiene safety, nutrition and the 
relationship between nutrition and the 
human body and planning and cooking a 
range of complex dishes. There are two 
assessments in this unit : an exam (1.5 
hours) and an internal assessment 
where students will plan and cook 
complex dishes for a scenario (9 hours).

Unit 2 is mandatory and is an extenally 
assessed piece of work. Students will 
cover how micro-organisms affect food 
safety, how food can cause ill health and 
understand how food safety is managed 
in different situations. The students will 
be given a scenario and have to produce 
a piece of work within 8 hours eg. A 
training package for a catering company.

Optional: We will select a unit from 
either a food science base or current 
issues in food. The students will produce 
a written piece based on a case study 
approach. 

Assessment
The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food 
Science and Nutrition is assessed 
through a combination of a written 
exam and external assignment set and 
marked by WJEC and two centre 
marked assignment

Where could it lead to?
An understanding of food science and 

nutrition is relevant to many industries 
and job roles. Care providers and 
nutritionists in hospitals use this 
knowledge, as do sports coaches and
fitness instructors. Hotels and 
restaurants, food manufacturers and 
government agencies also use this 
understanding to develop menus, food 
products and policies that support 
healthy eating initiatives. Many 
employment opportunities within the 
field of food science and nutrition
are available to graduates.

A Level

Product Design
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in any Design & Technology 
GCSE course. Students with a grade 
5 may only take up the course with 
the agreement of the D&T leadership 
team.

Study Topics
Topics include:

•  Materials
•  Performance characteristics of 

materials
•  Processes and techniques
•  Digital technologies
•  Factors influencing the development 

of products
•  Effects of technological 

developments
•  Potential hazards and risk 

assessment

•  Features of manufacturing industries
•  Designing for maintenance and the 

cleaner environment
•  Current legislation
•  Information handling, modelling and 

forward planning
•  Further processes and techniques.

Assessment
Component 1
Principles of Design and Technology
2 hours 30 minutes
50% of the qualification

Component 2
Independent Design and Make Project 
Non-examined assessment
50% of the qualification

Where could it lead to?
A level Design & Technology is an ideal
stepping stone onto a creative degree
course. Many pupils go on to study a
wide range of degrees in areas such as
product design, architecture, automotive 
design, jewellery design, packaging 
design and some engineering courses. 
Several students each year progress to 
apprenticeships or full time employment 
in practical fields such as welding, 
building and carpentry.
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English Language
Entry Requirements
A minimum of a grade 6 in either 
English language or literature is 
needed.

Study Topics
English language examinations cover:  
child language acquisition and language 
change, language production and 
variation through different forms, 
language diversity: social groups, 
occupation, gender, religion and 
ethnicity.

Assessment
English language coursework: a creative 
writing portfolio and commentary and 
language investigation (a focus of 
linguistic interest to the individual 
student).

The coursework is worth 20% of the 
overall A level grade.

Where could it lead to?
English literature and English language 
are both very well respected A levels. 
They would be an excellent foundation 
for any degree involving essay writing, 
media or communication.

In terms of future employment English 
can lead to a very wide range of careers 
including teaching or lecturing, writing, 
editing, publishing, journalism, working in 
the media or anything where 

A Level

English Literature
Entry Requirements
A minimum of a grade 6 in either 
English language or literature is 
needed.

Study Topics
English literature examinations cover: 
Dystopian fiction (1984 and The Road), 
Shakespeare (Hamlet), Milton (Paradise 
Lost), Wilde (An Ideal Husband).

Assessment
English literature coursework: 1000 
word essay on post 2000 poetry and a 
3000 word comparative essay on One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and A 
Streetcar Named Desire. The coursework 
is worth 20% of the overall A level grade.

Where could it lead to?
English literature and English language 
are both very well respected A levels. 
They would be an excellent foundation 
for any degree involving essay writing, 
media or communication.

In terms of future employment English 
can lead to a very wide range of careers 
including teaching or lecturing, writing, 
editing, publishing, journalism, working in 
the media or anything where 
communication or working with people 
is important.

communication or working with people 
is important.



A Level

Film Studies
Entry Requirements
A grade 6 in English Language or 
Literature or a grade 6 in media 
studies. 

Study Topics
Over the two years a range of film 
genres will be studied across different 
time periods, from silent cinema to 
modern Hollywood. Contemporary 
British films will be studied alongside 
examples from world cinema and 
different film forms from experimental 
to documentary. 

Some examples of the films being 
currently taught are La La Land, Pulp 
Fiction, Amy, Shaun of the Dead and 
Some Like it Hot. These are just some 
of the films but they illustrate the 
breadth of the course on offer. 

Students will also have the opportunity 
to make their own practical production 
piece where they will be expected to 
shoot and edit a short film or create a 
photo storyboard alongside a screenplay. 

Assessment
This is a two year course that will be 
examined at the end of Year 13 and 
result in an A level qualification. 

There are two final exams, each 2 hours 
30 minutes long and are a series of essay 
style questions.

Non exam assessment makes up 30% of 
the overall grade.

Where could it lead to?
This course will appeal to those who 
wish to carry on studying analytical 
subjects such as Film, Media Studies, 
English Literature and Law at University, 

as well as those who wish to enter into 
jobs that require analysis or creativity.

Due to the practical element of the 
course students will develop filming and 
editing techniques which can lead on to 
a career in the film/media industry.
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A Level

Mathematics
Entry Requirements
GCSE Mathematics - grade 7
Students with a grade 6 can only take 
up the course with the agreement of 
the maths leadership team and will 
need to work independently on work 
provided before the course begins.

Study Topics
The qualification is broken into three 
aspects.

Core Mathematics
Algebra, geometry, calculus and all the 
fundamental building blocks in studying 
maths.

Statistics
Understanding and analysing data.  
Students are required to demonstrate 
the ability to use a calculator to 
compute summary statistics and access 
probabilities from standard statistical 
distributions. The skills learned are to be 
applied to large data sets.

Mechanics 
Motion, forces, energy and the physical 
world of mathematics.

Assessment
Students will sit the AQA examination 
and this consists of three papers, each is 
two hours in length. These will take 
place after two years of study.  

Where could it lead to?
There are many areas of employment 
for which the study of mathematics is 
sought after. 

Employment areas include engineering, 
fields of statistics, economics, 
accountancy, medicine, academia, 
architecture, teaching, psychology, 
physics, computing and many more.

Studying mathematics at A level will 
equip you with many transferable skills.

A Level

Further 
Mathematics
Entry Requirements
Further Maths - A grade 7 in GCSE 
Maths. Students who opt for Further 
Maths must have also opted for A 
Level Maths.

Study Topics
The building blocks of core mathematics 
are taken to a higher level. The course 
includes additional study of two further 
modules of a more applied nature.

This A level qualification builds on the 
skills, knowledge and understanding set 
out in the whole GCSE subject content 
for mathematics and the subject content 
for A level mathematics.

Assessment
Students will sit the AQA examination 
and this consists of three papers, each is  
two hours in length.  These will take 
place after two years of study.  

Where could it lead to?
Students who seek to take degrees in 
fields that desire A level mathematics 
find their applications much supported 
by further mathematics A level and can 
find they have access to a wider choice
of courses following Sixth Form.

Many areas of employment see this 
course as an important qualification. It is 
often a requirement for vocational 
qualifications with a mathematical
element and for related higher 
education courses and careers.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: economics, 
medicine, architecture, accountancy, 
teaching, psychology, physics and 
computing.



Study Topics
The building blocks of core mathematics 
are taken to a higher level. The course 
includes additional study of two further 
modules of a more applied nature.

This A level qualification builds on the 
skills, knowledge and understanding set 
out in the whole GCSE subject content 
for mathematics and the subject content 
for A level mathematics.

Assessment
Students will sit the AQA examination 
and this consists of three papers, each is  
two hours in length.  These will take 
place after two years of study.  

Where could it lead to?
Students who seek to take degrees in 
fields that desire A level mathematics 
find their applications much supported 
by further mathematics A level and can 
find they have access to a wider choice
of courses following Sixth Form.

Many areas of employment see this 
course as an important qualification. It is 
often a requirement for vocational 
qualifications with a mathematical
element and for related higher 
education courses and careers.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: economics, 
medicine, architecture, accountancy, 
teaching, psychology, physics and 
computing.
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A Level

French
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 or higher at GCSE

Study Topics
Theme 1
Social issues and trends in France.
Theme 2
Political and artistic culture expressed 
through music, festivals and traditions in 
Francophone countries and 
communities.
Theme 3
Immigration and the multi-cultural 
society in France.
Theme 4
The occupation and the French 
resistance.

Assessment
Examinations are taken at the end of the 
two year course:
Paper 1 (40%)
Listening, reading and translation to  
English
Paper 2 (30%)
Written response to works (literary 
text and film) and translation to French
Paper 3 (30%)
Spoken discussion of a theme followed 
by a presentation and discussion based 
on students’ independent research 
project

Where could it lead to?
Three quarters of employers responding 
to the Confederation of British 
Industry’s Education and Skills survey 
said they needed their employees to 
have some foreign language skills.
Mastering a language opens many career 
opportunities.

Here are just a few: interpreter, 
translator, broadcast journalist, 
secondary school teacher, international 
aid development worker, logistics and 
distribution manager, marketing 
executive, tour manager, hotel 
management, advertising, airline 
services, subtitles and voice-overs, 
import / export specialist, foreign civil 
service, event management, patent 
examiner … The list goes on!

A Level

German
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 or higher at GCSE

Study Topics
Theme 1
Social issues and trends in Germany.
Theme 2
Political and artistic culture expressed 
through music, festivals and traditions in 
German-speaking countries and 
communities.
Theme 3
Immigration and the multi-cultural 
society in Germany.

Theme 4
The reunification of Germany.

Assessment
Examinations are taken at the end of the 
two year course:
Paper 1 (40%)
Listening, reading and translation to 
English
Paper 2 (30%)
Written response to works (literary 
text and film) and translation to German
Paper 3 (30%)
Spoken discussion of a theme followed 
by a presentation and discussion based 
on students’ independent research 
project

Where could it lead to?
Three quarters of employers responding 
to the Confederation of British 
Industry’s Education and Skills survey 
said they needed their employees to 
have some foreign language skills.
Mastering a language opens many career 
opportunities.

Here are just a few: interpreter, 
translator, broadcast journalist, 
secondary school teacher, international 
aid development worker, logistics and 
distribution manager, marketing 
executive, tour manager, hotel 
management, advertising, airline 
services, subtitles and voice-overs, 
import / export specialist, foreign civil 
service, event management, patent 
examiner … The list goes on!



Study Topics
Theme 1
Social issues and trends in Germany.
Theme 2
Political and artistic culture expressed 
through music, festivals and traditions in 
German-speaking countries and 
communities.
Theme 3
Immigration and the multi-cultural 
society in Germany.

Theme 4
The reunification of Germany.

Assessment
Examinations are taken at the end of the 
two year course:
Paper 1 (40%)
Listening, reading and translation to 
English
Paper 2 (30%)
Written response to works (literary 
text and film) and translation to German
Paper 3 (30%)
Spoken discussion of a theme followed 
by a presentation and discussion based 
on students’ independent research 
project

Where could it lead to?
Three quarters of employers responding 
to the Confederation of British 
Industry’s Education and Skills survey 
said they needed their employees to 
have some foreign language skills.
Mastering a language opens many career 
opportunities.

Here are just a few: interpreter, 
translator, broadcast journalist, 
secondary school teacher, international 
aid development worker, logistics and 
distribution manager, marketing 
executive, tour manager, hotel 
management, advertising, airline 
services, subtitles and voice-overs, 
import / export specialist, foreign civil 
service, event management, patent 
examiner … The list goes on!
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A Level

Physical Education
Entry Requirements
A successful student is likely to have 
studied physical education and 
obtained at least a GCSE grade 5 and 
at least a grade 5 in English language 
and science. It is not essential to have 
taken GCSE PE.

Study Topics
Topics studied include:

•  Applied anatomy and physiology
•  Exercise physiology
•  Biomechanics
•  Skill acquisition
•  Sports psychology
•  Sport and society
•  Contemporary issues in physical 

activity and sport

Assessment
There are three external examinations:
Physiological factors affecting 
performance
2 hour written paper - 30%
Psychological factors affecting 
performance
1 hour written paper - 20%
Socio-cultural issues in physical activity 
and sport
1 hour written paper - 20%

Non-exam Assessment (NEA)
Performance in physical education - 
assessment of performance or coaching 

in one sport and completion of an 
evaluation and analysis of performance 
for improvement task. This accounts for 
30% of total A Level.

Where could it lead to?
If you have a real interest and enthusiasm 
for sport and physical education then 
this course is suited for you. As part of 
the course, you will study human 
movement and performance, and 
contemporary issues in sport. This is 
excellent preparation for many 
professions in sport including: 
physiotherapy, sports development/ 
coaching, sports science research 
teaching and leisure management. 

Cambridge Technical Level 3 Diploma

Sport & Physical 
Activity
Entry Requirements
A successful student is likely to have 
studied physical education and 
obtained at least a GCSE grade 4 or 
equivalent. At least a grade 4 in 
English language and science.

Study Topics
•  Body systems and effects of physical 

activity (External assessment)
•  Sports organisation and 

development (External assessment)
•  Working safely in sport and 

exercise, health and leisure 
(External assessment)

•  Sports coaching and activity 
leadership

•  Performance analysis in sport and 
exercise

•  Organisation of sports events
•  Physical activity for specific groups
•  Sports injuries and rehabilitation
•  Practical skills in sport and physical 

activities
•  Health and fitness: testing for sport 

and exercise
•  Sport and exercise psychology

Assessment
Most units are assessed through 
coursework, essays, assignments, 
presentations, research projects, 
building up a portfolio of evidence. 
Three units are externally set and 
assessed:
Body systems and effects of physical 
activity
1 hour 30 minute exam (70 marks)                                
Sports organisation and development
1 hour exam  (60 marks)
Working safely in sport and exercise, 
health and leisure
1 hour 30 minute exam  (70 marks )                                                                  

Where could it lead to?
Cambridge Technical Level 3 Sport and 
Physical Activity provides a qualification 
suitable for careers in leisure 
management, coaching, teaching and 
sport development.

It is excellent preparation for the many 
professions in sport, or the health and 
fitness industry.



Study Topics
•  Body systems and effects of physical 

activity (External assessment)
•  Sports organisation and 

development (External assessment)
•  Working safely in sport and 

exercise, health and leisure 
(External assessment)

•  Sports coaching and activity 
leadership

•  Performance analysis in sport and 
exercise

•  Organisation of sports events
•  Physical activity for specific groups
•  Sports injuries and rehabilitation
•  Practical skills in sport and physical 

activities
•  Health and fitness: testing for sport 

and exercise
•  Sport and exercise psychology

Assessment
Most units are assessed through 
coursework, essays, assignments, 
presentations, research projects, 
building up a portfolio of evidence. 
Three units are externally set and 
assessed:
Body systems and effects of physical 
activity
1 hour 30 minute exam (70 marks)                                
Sports organisation and development
1 hour exam  (60 marks)
Working safely in sport and exercise, 
health and leisure
1 hour 30 minute exam  (70 marks )                                                                  

Where could it lead to?
Cambridge Technical Level 3 Sport and 
Physical Activity provides a qualification 
suitable for careers in leisure 
management, coaching, teaching and 
sport development.

It is excellent preparation for the many 
professions in sport, or the health and 
fitness industry.
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BTEC Level 3 National Diploma

Applied Science
Entry Requirements
A minimum of two grade 5s in GCSE 
Sciences. A grade 5 in English and 
maths is also required.

Study Topics
You will study elements of biology, 
chemistry and physics over 2 years. 
Units studied include:

•  Principles and applications of applied 
science

•  Practical scientific procedures and 
techniques

•  Scientific investigation skills
•  Human physiology
•  Industrial applications of chemical 

reactions.

Assessment
The course consists of independent 
learning units. There are three main 
forms of assessment in the course: 
external, internal and synoptic.

External assessments include exams and 
a practical task set and marked by the 
exam board.

Internal assessment involves teachers, 
assignments set and assessed by 
teachers whilst synoptic assessment 
comprises a practical task set and 
marked externally by the exam board.

Where could it lead to?
This course is for post-16 learners who 
want to continue their education 
through applied learning and who aim to 
progress to higher education vocational 
qualifications such as the BTEC Higher 
National Diploma in Applied Sciences or 
a full-time degree in Applied Sciences or 
Forensic Science and ultimately to 
employment, possibly in the applied 
science sector. The course enables the 
learners to develop the transferable and 
higher order skills which are valued by 
higher education providers and 
employers. 

A Level

Biology
Entry Requirements
A grade 6 or higher in GCSE Science 
or GCSE biology.

Study Topics
Year 12

•  Cells, lungs, circulation and plant 
transport.

•  Food, disease, biological molecules, 
biodiversity and evolution.

Year 13

•  Homeostasis, excretion, 
photosynthesis and respiration.

•  Genetics, gene technology, ecology 
and responding to the environment.

Assessment
Assessment of units is by written 
examination at the end of the course 
and a practical endorsement that is 
reported separately to the overall grade 
as a pass or fail.

Examination comprises three written 
papers. Duration of papers:
Paper 1  2 hours 15 minutes.
Paper 2  2 hours 15 minutes. 
Paper 3  1 hour 30 minutes. 

Where could it lead to?
Biology is a popular option for students 
considering medicine, dentistry or 
veterinary science.

Other career pathways include: nursing, 
biochemistry, biomedical science, 
genetics, molecular biology, forensic 
science, pathology, sports science, 
environmental science, optometry and 
physiotherapy.



Study Topics
Year 12

•  Cells, lungs, circulation and plant 
transport.

•  Food, disease, biological molecules, 
biodiversity and evolution.

Year 13

•  Homeostasis, excretion, 
photosynthesis and respiration.

•  Genetics, gene technology, ecology 
and responding to the environment.

Assessment
Assessment of units is by written 
examination at the end of the course 
and a practical endorsement that is 
reported separately to the overall grade 
as a pass or fail.

Examination comprises three written 
papers. Duration of papers:
Paper 1  2 hours 15 minutes.
Paper 2  2 hours 15 minutes. 
Paper 3  1 hour 30 minutes. 

Where could it lead to?
Biology is a popular option for students 
considering medicine, dentistry or 
veterinary science.

Other career pathways include: nursing, 
biochemistry, biomedical science, 
genetics, molecular biology, forensic 
science, pathology, sports science, 
environmental science, optometry and 
physiotherapy.
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A Level

Chemistry
Entry Requirements
A grade 6 or higher in GCSE Science 
or GCSE chemistry.

Study Topics
Chemistry consists of six modules:
Module 1 Development of practical 
skills in chemistry.
Module 2 Foundations in chemistry.
Module 3 Periodic table and energy.
Module 4 Core organic chemistry
Module 5 Physical chemistry and 
transition elements
Module 6 Organic chemistry and 
analysis.

Modules 2, 3 & 4 are taught in Year 12.
Modules 5 & 6 are taught in year 13.
Module 1 is taught throughout years 12 
& 13 and students are expected to 
become proficient in practical skills with 
this element being examined in the final 
exam by written questions.

Assessment
Students will follow the OCR course. All 
terminal exams are sat at the end of the 
two years of study.

The examination process consists of 
three  exam papers plus a pass in the 
practical skills module which is 
continually assessed during the course

Where could it lead to?
A level chemistry is a much sought-after 
qualification for entry to a wide variety 
of full-time courses in higher education. 
It will also gain you access to a wider 
choice of courses after Sixth Form.

Many areas of employment see this 
course as an important qualification. It is 
often a requirement for vocational 
qualifications with a scientific element 
and for related higher education courses 
and careers.

Degrees for which it is strongly 
recommended include: medicine, 
chemistry, natural sciences, chemical 
engineering.

A Level

Physics
Entry Requirements
GCSE Science grade 6 GCSE maths 
grade 6. (separate physics or trilogy 
science) and GCSE Maths grade 6.

Study Topics
Foundations of physics, forces and 
energy, electricity, waves and quantum 
physics, thermal physics and ideal gases, 
electric and magnetic fields, 
electromagnetism, circular motion, 
simple harmonic motion, gravitational 
fields, radioactivity, astrophysics and 
medical physics.

Assessment
Terminal examination 100%. Students 
will take two 2 hours and 15 minute 
examinations and one 1 hour 30 minute 
examination. They will also complete a 
series of experiments called
the practical endorsement.

Where could it lead to?
Physics aims to explain the workings of 
the universe using mathematics and 
remains among the most challenging of 
A levels.  It is also a fundamentally 
practical subject and this combination of 
theoretical and practical modelling and 
problem solving is recognised by 
employers and HE establishments. It is 
an enabling A level for a range of 
courses in physical sciences, computing 
and engineering. Many students who go 
on to study medicine will also be glad 
they studied physics.

Many of our students choose physics 
because they want to study physics or 
related subjects at university. Others 
choose it along mathematics as it offers 
on opportunity to apply their 
knowledge. Some even choose it 
because they really like it even if their 
other subjects are unrelated!
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A Level

Business
Entry Requirements
A grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths is 
essential to study this course. A grade 
5 or above in English is essential due 
to the amount of extended writing 
needed. You do not need to have 
studied GCSE Business to be able to 
access this course.

A Level

Geography
Entry Requirements
Ideally a grade 5 or higher in GCSE 
geography, as well as grade 5 or 
higher in GCSE English, maths and 
science.

Study Topics
Theme 1 Marketing and people 
(customer needs, marketing activity, 
demand and supply concepts in addition 
to human resources)
Theme 2 Managing business activities 
(financial and resource planning and 
management)
Theme 3 Business decisions and strategy 
(objectives, growth and decision making)
Theme 4 Global business (globalisation, 
global marketing and multinational 
organisations)

Assessment
3 two hours papers.
Paper 1 Theme 1 and 4
Paper 2 Theme 2 and 3
Paper 3 will assess content across all 
four themes. Questions will be drawn 
from local, national and global contexts.  
This will be based on a pre-released 
context document that is published in 
November prior to sitting the final 
examination.  Students will need to 

investigate the industry in context 
independently to prepare for this exam.

Where could it lead to?
If successful, you can access an 
extremely wide range of possible 
careers, including law, management, 
accountancy, politics, finance, economics 
and sport management.
 
You will learn valuable transferable skills 
such as presentation skills, 
communication skills, analytical thinking 
and the ability to make supported 
judgements.  

A level Business will open up many and 
varied opportunities at degree level, in 
addition to providing superb 
employability skills needed for today’s 
dynamic economic conditions.

Study Topics
In this subject we study:

•  Water and carbon cycles
•  Coastal systems and landscapes
•  Hazards
•  Global systems and governance

•  Changing places
•  Contemporary urban environments
•  Geography fieldwork investigation

Assessment
All terminal exams are sat at the end of 
the two years of study.

The examination process consists of 
two written exam papers, each lasting 2 
hours and 30 minutes and together 
comprising 80% of the final grade. In 
addition, students must undertake a 
minimum of four days fieldwork outside 
of the classroom and must submit a 
geography fieldwork investigation of 
3000 to 4000 words which comprises 
20% of the final grade. The investigation 
can be based on data collected during 
our compulsory residential field-course 
or on a relevant geographical concept of 
the students’ own choice. 

Where could it lead to?
“The study of geography is about more 
than just memorising places on a map. 
It's about understanding the complexity 
of our world, appreciating the diversity 
of cultures that exists across continents. 
And in the end, it's about using all that 
knowledge to help bridge divides and 
bring people together.” (Barack Obama)

University admissions officers and the 
top recruiters value the analytical and 
research skills gained from studying 
geography.  Geographers are among the 
most employed graduates on leaving 
university and go into a wider range of 
careers than those from any other 
discipline. Just a few geography related 

jobs are; cartographer, commercial/ 
residential surveyor, environmental 
consultant, geographical information 
systems officer, planning & development 
surveyor, banker/financier, secondary 
school teacher, town planner, transport 
planner, international aid/development 
worker, landscape architect, logistics and 
distribution manager, market researcher, 
nature conservation officer, sustainability 
consultant, tourism officer.



Study Topics
In this subject we study:

•  Water and carbon cycles
•  Coastal systems and landscapes
•  Hazards
•  Global systems and governance

•  Changing places
•  Contemporary urban environments
•  Geography fieldwork investigation

Assessment
All terminal exams are sat at the end of 
the two years of study.

The examination process consists of 
two written exam papers, each lasting 2 
hours and 30 minutes and together 
comprising 80% of the final grade. In 
addition, students must undertake a 
minimum of four days fieldwork outside 
of the classroom and must submit a 
geography fieldwork investigation of 
3000 to 4000 words which comprises 
20% of the final grade. The investigation 
can be based on data collected during 
our compulsory residential field-course 
or on a relevant geographical concept of 
the students’ own choice. 

Where could it lead to?
“The study of geography is about more 
than just memorising places on a map. 
It's about understanding the complexity 
of our world, appreciating the diversity 
of cultures that exists across continents. 
And in the end, it's about using all that 
knowledge to help bridge divides and 
bring people together.” (Barack Obama)

University admissions officers and the 
top recruiters value the analytical and 
research skills gained from studying 
geography.  Geographers are among the 
most employed graduates on leaving 
university and go into a wider range of 
careers than those from any other 
discipline. Just a few geography related 

jobs are; cartographer, commercial/ 
residential surveyor, environmental 
consultant, geographical information 
systems officer, planning & development 
surveyor, banker/financier, secondary 
school teacher, town planner, transport 
planner, international aid/development 
worker, landscape architect, logistics and 
distribution manager, market researcher, 
nature conservation officer, sustainability 
consultant, tourism officer.

A Level

Geology
Entry Requirements
Ideally a grade 5 or higher in GCSE 
science, as well as grade 5 or higher 
in GCSE maths and English. A GCSE 
in geography would be beneficial but 
is not essential.

Study Topics
In this subject we study:

•  Minerals
•  Igneous rocks / Sedimentary rocks / 

Metamorphic rocks and processes
•  Evolution of life and climate 

(dinosaurs & mass extinctions!)
•  Fossils and time
•  The earth’s structure (Big bang / 

volcanoes / earthquakes!)
•  Plate tectonics (very interesting!)
•  Geological structures
•  Economic and engineering geology 

(tunnels / mining / dams/ oil and gas 
exploration)

•  Geohazards and risk (Earthquakes, 
tsunamis, landslides!)

•  Practical skills in the laboratory and 
on fieldwork visits 

Assessment
All terminal exams are sat at the end of 
the two years of study.
The examination process consists of 
three written exam papers, two lasting 
2 hours and 15 minutes and a practical 
skills exam lasting 1 hour and 30 
minutes. In addition, students must 
achieve a practical endorsement in 
geology by undertaking a minimum of 
four days fieldwork outside of the 
classroom. 

Where could it lead to?
Over the five years we have run a 
geology course, a big majority of our 
students have loved it so much that they 
have continued to study geology or a 
related subject at university. We have 
sent a number of students to the top 
universities for geology in the UK.

Geology jobs often involve lots of 
money and travel, especially in the 
extraction industries (oil, gas, coal, 
metals, stone). Geologists also work 
with / as engineers on big projects such 
as dams, tunnels, bridges and landfill 
sites, as well as earthquake safety. So 
geology is certainly about more than 
studying dinosaurs and fossils, but you 
can do that too if you wish!  Remember 
that geologists are scientists, so 
geologists appeal to any of the big 
recruiters looking for employees with 
scientific skills.
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BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma

Health & Social 
Care
Entry Requirements
At least Grade 4 in English Language 
and Science/Biology

Study Topics
Over the 2 years the following topics 
are examined:

Core Units
Human Lifespan Development, Working 
in Health and Social Care, Anatomy and 
Physiology, Enquires into Current 
Research in Health and Social Care, 
Meeting Individual Care and Support 
Needs, Work Experience in Health and 
Social Care, Promoting Public Health 
and Principles of Safe Practice in Health 
and Social Care.

Options
Sociological Perspectives, Physiological 
Disorders, Caring for Individuals with 
Dementia, Nutritional Health, Assessing 
Children’s Development Support 
Needs.

Assessment
Assessment is a combination of 
examination and coursework.

External exam - Three 1 hour 30 
minute  exams throughout the two 
years - Units 1-3 (Human Lifespan 
Development, Working in Health and 
Social Care and Anatomy and 

Physiology)

Controlled Assessment - a three hour 
supervised assessment – based on task 
set by the exam board – Unit 4 - 
Enquires into Current Research in 
Health and Social Care

Coursework - all other units are 
internally assessed through the 
production of coursework. This may be 
up to two pieces per unit.

Where could it lead to?
Health and Social Care is a really useful 
course for anyone wishing to work/study 
in any of the following areas: nursing, 
midwifery and paramedics, Home care 
workers and community support, youth 
work and social work, teaching and 
teaching assistant, childcare, nutritional 
health and therapy and dementia care.

A Level

History
Entry Requirements
While we usually require students to 
have at least a Grade 5 in GCSE 
History, we are willing to consider 
students who did not take History at 
GCSE but whose grades in a range of 
other academic subjects are 5 or 
above. A general principle, however, 
is that A Level History students must 
recognise that the subject involves 
quite a lot of reading and writing.

Study Topics
Paper 1 - Russia in the Age of 
Absolutism and Enlightenment
This is the story of how Russia became a 
major power. Under Peter the Great, 
Russia emerged from a barbaric 
semi-civilised state and was re-shaped 
into a western European power. By the 
end of the 18th century, Russia was able 
to take on and defeat the superpower 
of the age: France.

Paper 2 - The English Revolution 
1625-1660
This is the story of how England 
changed the world. When Parliament 
executed King Charles I, it didn’t just 
end the life of a man: it dealt a fatal blow 
to the idea that God chooses the rulers 
of a country. This action was directly 
responsible for the emergence of 
modern democracies.

Historical Enquiry
This is a piece of research work which 
may be done on a variety of topics.

Assessment
Two examination papers of 2hrs and 30 
minutes.
A piece of coursework – the Historical 
Enquiry.

Where could it lead to?
History is well-regarded as a sound 
academic subject. History may be 
combined with a wide range of other 
subjects. It may be considered to add 
academic strength to a suite of subjects. 
It leads to careers in the law, journalism, 
public services, business, education and 
the media. 
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A Level

Sociology
Entry Requirements
At least Grade 5 in English Language

Study Topics
Over the two years the following topics 
are examined:

•  Families and Households
•  Education

•  Sociological Theory and Research 
Methods

•  Belief Systems
•  Crime and Deviance

Assessment
Assessment is 100% examination 

There are three two hour papers at the 
end of the two years.

Core: Paper 1 - Education, Methods in 
Context, Research Methods
Options: Paper 2 - Families and 
Households and Beliefs
Core: Paper 3 - Crime and Deviance, 
Theory and Methods

Question styles include short answer 
response and longer essay questions

Where could it lead to?
Sociology is a useful A level to have if 
you are looking at working/studying in 
the following areas: teaching and 
teaching assistant, social work and youth 
work, nursing, health care assistants and 
public health, policing and public
services, politics, social policy and 
planning, law and legal professions, 
culture, heritage and anthropological 
studies, business and human resources 
and media, advertising and marketing.

A Level

Law
Entry Requirements
There are no specific subject 
requirements for students wishing to 
study Law at A Level. However, 
prospective students should 
recognise that Law is an academic 
subject and, thus, grade 5s in 
academic GCSEs, such as English, 
Maths, History, Geography, and 
Languages, would be a good indicator 
of your suitability. You should also 
remember that Law is a literary 
subject and that the ability to read 
and write well is essential.

Study Topics
The course consists of a balance 
between legal ideas and concepts and 
substantive law in both public and 
private spheres.

Paper One The Nature of Law and the 
English Legal System and Criminal Law

Paper Two The Nature of Law and the 
English Legal System and Tort

Paper Three The Nature of Law and 
the English Legal System and either 
Human Rights Law or the Law of 
Contract

Assessment
Three examination papers of 2 hours.

Where could it lead to?
Law is an academic subject. While many 
of our students have gone on to study 
Law Degrees, an A Level in Law should 
not be regarded as necessarily directly 
leading to a career in the Law. Students 
have gone on to careers in journalism, 
public services, business, education and 
the media as well as legal practice. 

A Level

Psychology
Entry Requirements
At least Grade 6 in Maths and 
Science/Biology

Study Topics
Over the 2 years the following topics 
are examined:

Core
Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, 
Abnormality, BioPsychology, 
Approaches, Research Methods, Issues 
and Debates

Options
Schizophrenia, Relationships, Forensic 
Psychology

Assessment
Assessment is 100% examination 

There are three 2 hour papers at the 
end of the two years:

Paper 1 Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Abnormality
Paper 2 Bio-Psychology, Approaches, 
Research Methods,
Paper 3 Issues and Debates, 
Schizophrenia, Relationships, Forensic 
Psychology

Question styles include short answer 
response and longer essay questions.

Where could it lead to?
Psychology is a useful A level to have if 
you are looking at working/studying in 
the following areas: teaching and 
educational psychology, medicine, 
neuroscience and psychiatry, psychology 
and psychological treatments and 
therapies, business, marketing and 
management, sport coaching and 
management, child development and 
social work, the criminal justice system, 
police and forensic psychology.



Study Topics
Over the two years the following topics 
are examined:

•  Families and Households
•  Education

•  Sociological Theory and Research 
Methods

•  Belief Systems
•  Crime and Deviance

Assessment
Assessment is 100% examination 

There are three two hour papers at the 
end of the two years.

Core: Paper 1 - Education, Methods in 
Context, Research Methods
Options: Paper 2 - Families and 
Households and Beliefs
Core: Paper 3 - Crime and Deviance, 
Theory and Methods

Question styles include short answer 
response and longer essay questions

Where could it lead to?
Sociology is a useful A level to have if 
you are looking at working/studying in 
the following areas: teaching and 
teaching assistant, social work and youth 
work, nursing, health care assistants and 
public health, policing and public
services, politics, social policy and 
planning, law and legal professions, 
culture, heritage and anthropological 
studies, business and human resources 
and media, advertising and marketing.
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The LEAP Vision
Achieving excellence is the overriding ambition of our Trust. We place students at the centre of 
everything we do, creating a culture of success and a love of learning which enhances students’ 
achievements and their personal, social and emotional wellbeing.

We achieve our vision through:

Excellence for our Students
Inspiring, challenging, engaging and supporting all of our students to achieve excellent outcomes irrespective 
of their starting points. Every student is provided with a clear progression route to the next stage of their 
education and career.

Excellence for our Staff
Driving excellence in teaching and learning, and implementing a knowledge-rich curriculum that 
meets the needs and aspirations of all students.

Excellence for our Schools
Enhancing central and shared services to maximise organisational and cost efficiencies.

Excellence for our Communities 
Building positive partnerships with our parents, primary schools and the wider 
community.

Andy Riches
CEO

Wayne Barsby
Executive Principal



Eckington Sixth 39



Dronfield Road, Eckington
Sheffield, S21 4GN

 01246 432 849

post16@eckington.derbyshire.sch.uk
www.eckington.net 

Choose your Pathway.

Shape your Future.


